
Name Date

Lina Learns a Song
Read the story. Notice what the characters do and why. Level 2 · 423 words

1 For three weeks, Lina had been disappearing after school. Her younger brother, Sami, 
noticed first. “Where does she go?” he asked their mother. “She says the library, but she 
never brings home any books.”

2 Their mother only shrugged and kept chopping onions, but Sami thought he saw her 
smile.

3 Sami decided to find out for himself. On Thursday, he followed Lina at a distance, ducking 
behind mailboxes. She walked right past the library without even glancing at the door. 
Instead, she went into the community center and down a hallway to a small room with an 
old upright piano.

4 Sami pressed his ear to the door. He heard the same five notes, over and over. Then a 
mistake. Then the five notes again, slower this time. After a while, the notes became a 
whole line of music, and Sami’s mouth fell open. It was the song Grandma Noor hummed 
while she cooked, the one she said her own father used to play in the house where she 
grew up.

5 When Lina came out, her fingertips were red, and she was rubbing her wrist. She jumped 
when she saw Sami. “You can’t tell anyone,” she said. “Grandma’s birthday is in nine 
days, and I only know half of it.”

6 “Who’s teaching you?” Sami asked.

7 “Nobody. I’m learning it by ear from a recording Mom made of Grandma humming.” Lina 
sighed. “It’s taking forever. Some days I want to quit.”

8 “Then why don’t you?”

9 Lina thought about it. “Because every time Grandma hums it, she gets this faraway look,” 
she said. “Like she misses something. I want to give a little of it back to her.”

10 For the next nine days, Sami kept the secret. He carried Lina’s backpack so her wrist 
could rest, and he sat on the floor of the little room, counting the notes she got right.

11 Once, at dinner, Grandma Noor began to hum while she passed the bread. Lina’s eyes met 
Sami’s across the table. She quickly looked down at her plate and pressed her lips 
together to hide a grin.

12 On Grandma Noor’s birthday, the family gathered at the community center for cake. Lina 
sat down at the old piano. Her hands shook on the first note, but she kept going. Halfway 
through, Grandma Noor set down her fork. By the last line, she was humming along, and 
her eyes were wet, but she was smiling the widest smile Sami had ever seen. Afterward, 
she held Lina’s hands in her own for a long time without saying a word.
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Name Date

Lina Learns a Song: Questions
Quote the text accurately to support your answers.

1 Why does Lina tell her family she is going to the library?

a. She is studying for a test with her friends.

b. She does not like the community center.

c. She wants the song to be a surprise for Grandma.

2 In paragraph 2, the clues show that the mother already knows 
Lina’s secret.

true false

3 Which sentence best shows that learning the song is hard work for Lina?

a. She walked right past the library without even glancing at the door.

b. When Lina came out, her fingertips were red, and she was rubbing her wrist.

c. “Who’s teaching you?” Sami asked.

4 What is Lina’s motive for practicing, even when she wants to quit? Quote two pieces of 
evidence.

5 What is a theme of this story? Support it with two details.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Lina Learns a Song: Questions
Quote the text accurately to support your answers.

1 Why does Lina tell her family she is going to the library?

a. She is studying for a test with her friends.

b. She does not like the community center.

c. She wants the song to be a surprise for Grandma.

2 In paragraph 2, the clues show that the mother already knows 
Lina’s secret.

true false

3 Which sentence best shows that learning the song is hard work for Lina?

a. She walked right past the library without even glancing at the door.

b. When Lina came out, her fingertips were red, and she was rubbing her wrist.

c. “Who’s teaching you?” Sami asked.

4 What is Lina’s motive for practicing, even when she wants to quit? Quote two pieces of 
evidence.

She wants to give Grandma back a happy memory. Lina says Grandma “gets this

faraway look” and “I want to give a little of it back to her.”

5 What is a theme of this story? Support it with two details.

A gift made with time and effort can mean more than anything you buy. Lina

practiced for weeks even with a sore wrist, and Grandma hummed along with a huge smile.
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