Name Date

Infer a Character’s Motive

Read the text. Use two pieces of evidence to infer why the character acts this way.

Bubbles

Every day for a week, Priya asked to eat lunch in Mr. Alvarez’s room so she could “help
with the fish tank.” By Tuesday, the tank was spotless, but she kept coming. She wiped
the glass, checked the water temperature twice, and wrote notes in a small green
notebook. On Friday, she lingered by his desk. “Who takes care of Bubbles over the
summer?” she asked.

“Usually a student volunteers,” Mr. Alvarez said. “Their family has to agree, and they
have to know how to care for a fish.” Priya opened her green notebook. Three pages
were filled with feeding times, water notes, and a list called “Things Bubbles Likes.” “My
mom already said yes,” she said.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Infer a Character’s Motive

Read the text. Use two pieces of evidence to infer why the character acts this way.

Bubbles

Every day for a week, Priya asked to eat lunch in Mr. Alvarez’s room so she could “help
with the fish tank.” By Tuesday, the tank was spotless, but she kept coming. She wiped
the glass, checked the water temperature twice, and wrote notes in a small green
notebook. On Friday, she lingered by his desk. “Who takes care of Bubbles over the
summer?” she asked.

“Usually a student volunteers,” Mr. Alvarez said. “Their family has to agree, and they
have to know how to care for a fish.” Priya opened her green notebook. Three pages
were filled with feeding times, water notes, and a list called “Things Bubbles Likes.” “My
mom already said yes,” she said.
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What I already know
_ People who want a job often show they can do it well before they ask forit.
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The motive: why Priya does it
_ She wants to take care of Bubbles over the summer, so she is proving she knows
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