
Name Date

The Man in the Green House
Read until you see Stop. Answer the questions it tells you. Then 
read on. Level 3 · 663 words

1 Everyone on Juniper Street agreed that Mr. Kowalski, the man in the green house, was the 
grumpiest neighbor on the block. He never waved back when kids said hello. He kept his 
curtains closed all day, and he had nailed a sign to his fence: “Keep Off the Grass.”

2 So when Theo kicked the soccer ball too hard and it sailed over that very fence, the game 
stopped cold. The ball bounced once, rolled across Mr. Kowalski’s perfect lawn, and came to 
rest against his front steps.

3 “Nice going,” groaned Theo’s sister, Ruby. “That was our only ball.”

4 Before anyone could decide what to do, the front door of the green house swung open. Mr. 
Kowalski stepped onto the porch, frowning. He picked up the ball, turned it over in his big 
hands, and looked straight at the children lined up along the fence. Then, without a word, he 
carried the ball inside and shut the door behind him.

Stop and predict. What do you think will happen to the ball? Answer questions 1 and 2. 
Then keep reading.

5 The children waited, but the door stayed shut. After a while they drifted home for dinner, 
sure the ball was gone for good. “He’s probably going to keep it,” Ruby muttered. “Or throw 
it in the trash.”

6 That night, Theo lay awake thinking about the ball. It was not a fancy ball. It had a flat spot 
on one side that made it wobble when it rolled, and it slowly lost air no matter how many 
times they pumped it up. Still, it was theirs, and summer vacation started next week.

7 The next morning, Theo was walking past the green house on his way to school when he 
noticed something new. The garage door was open, and inside, Mr. Kowalski sat at a 
workbench crowded with tools. Leaning against the wall were three old bicycles, freshly 
painted in bright colors, and a wagon with brand-new wheels. Taped above the bench was a 
crayon drawing that said “Thank you, Mr. K!” in wobbly letters.

8 Mr. Kowalski looked up and caught Theo staring. For a second, Theo thought he might shout. 
Instead, the old man nodded once, almost shyly, and went back to work.

9 That afternoon, Theo told Ruby what he had seen. “Maybe he isn’t grumpy,” he said slowly. 
“Maybe he’s just quiet.”

10 Ruby crossed her arms. “Quiet people still give balls back,” she said. “And he hasn’t.”

11 Theo didn’t answer. He was thinking about the bright bicycles and the wagon with its new 
wheels. A person who spent his mornings fixing old things, he thought, might not want to 
throw anything away.

Stop and predict. Now what do you think will happen to the ball? Did your prediction 
change? Answer questions 3 and 4. Then read to the end.
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12 On Saturday, Theo and Ruby found their soccer ball sitting on their own front steps. It 
looked different. The flat spot that had made it wobble for months was gone, and it was 
pumped up so tight that it rang like a drum when Theo bounced it. Tucked under it was a 
note written in neat capital letters: “FIXED THE LEAK. THE GRASS SIGN IS FOR MY NEW 
SEEDS. KICK TOWARD THE STREET END NEXT TIME.”

13 Ruby read the note twice. “He fixed it,” she said. “He didn’t keep it at all.”

14 That afternoon, the two of them knocked on the door of the green house with a plate of 
oatmeal cookies. Mr. Kowalski opened the door just a crack, then a little wider. He did not 
say much, but when Theo asked whether he could show them how to patch a bike tire, the 
corners of his mouth turned up.

15 By the end of the summer, half the kids on Juniper Street had learned to fix a flat tire in Mr. 
Kowalski’s garage. And the sign on the fence had a new line underneath, painted in a careful 
hand: “Ask First. Then Come In.”
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Name Date

The Man in the Green House: Questions
Answer questions 1 and 2 at the first Stop, 3 and 4 at the second Stop, and the rest at 
the end.

1 Stop 1. Based on the clues so far, what will Mr. Kowalski do with the ball?

a. He will keep it. b. He will kick it back. c. He will play with it.

2 Stop 1. Quote a sentence from paragraphs 1-4 that supports it.

3 Stop 2. Revise: what will Mr. Kowalski most likely do with the ball?

a. throw it in the trash b. sell it c. fix it and give it back

4 Stop 2. Which two new details made you revise your prediction?

5 Check. Were your predictions right? Tell what really happened to the ball.

6 According to the note, why is the “Keep Off the Grass” sign there?

a. to keep kids away b. to protect new seeds c. the town put it up
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Man in the Green House: Questions
Answer questions 1 and 2 at the first Stop, 3 and 4 at the second Stop, and the rest at 
the end.

1 Stop 1. Based on the clues so far, what will Mr. Kowalski do with the ball?

a. He will keep it. b. He will kick it back. c. He will play with it.

2 Stop 1. Quote a sentence from paragraphs 1-4 that supports it.

Sample: “Then, without a word, he carried the ball inside and shut the door

behind him.” (Any sentence that supports the prediction is fine.)

3 Stop 2. Revise: what will Mr. Kowalski most likely do with the ball?

a. throw it in the trash b. sell it c. fix it and give it back

4 Stop 2. Which two new details made you revise your prediction?

He fixes up old bicycles and a wagon in his garage. A child’s drawing says

“Thank you, Mr. K!” He nodded at Theo instead of shouting.

5 Check. Were your predictions right? Tell what really happened to the ball.

Sample: My first prediction was wrong, but my revised one was right. Mr.

Kowalski fixed the leak, pumped up the ball, and left it on their steps with a note.

6 According to the note, why is the “Keep Off the Grass” sign there?

a. to keep kids away b. to protect new seeds c. the town put it up
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