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How Matter Moves in an Ecosystem

Matter is never used up in an ecosystem. It moves from the environment into plants, to
animals, to decomposers and back again.

[ plants ]

plants take in
nutrients, water
and carbon dioxide

animals eat plants

soil, air and water dead leaves and animals
’ plants

wastes and dead
animals

nutrients go back to
the soil

[ decomposers ]

Energy is different: it enters as sunlight and leaves as heat, so it flows through the
ecosystem instead of cycling.
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