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Complete the Matter Cycle
Fill in the empty boxes with words from the bank to show how matter moves.

Word bank

nutrients go back to the soil decomposers animals eat plants
soil, air and water

wastes and dead 
animals

dead leaves and 
plants

plants take in 
nutrients, water 

and carbon dioxide

plants

animals
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Complete the Matter Cycle
The completed matter cycle.

Word bank

nutrients go back to the soil decomposers animals eat plants
soil, air and water

animals eat plants

wastes and dead 
animals

dead leaves and 
plants

nutrients go back to 
the soil

plants take in 
nutrients, water 

and carbon dioxide

plants

animals

decomposers

soil, air and 
water
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