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The Mayflower Compact
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Rules Before Landing
In 1620 the Mayflower carried 102 passengers across the Atlantic. Some, later 
called Pilgrims, wanted to worship in their own way, apart from the Church of 
England. Others came for land and work.

Storms and rough seas took the ship far north of Virginia, the land where they 
had permission to settle. Some passengers said that once ashore, no one would 
have the right to rule them. So before landing, 41 men signed an agreement, the 
Mayflower Compact.

They promised to form a “civil body politic” and to make and obey “just and 
equal laws” for the good of the colony. It was a simple idea with a big future: 
people agreeing together to govern themselves. Women, servants and children 
did not sign it.

1. Why was the Mayflower Compact written?

to agree on how to govern themselves to buy the ship to declare war

2. How many men signed it? 102 41 20

3. Who did not sign it?

the ship's passengers the men women, servants and children

4. What does “just and equal laws” mean? Why was that important for a new 
colony?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Mayflower Compact
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Rules Before Landing
In 1620 the Mayflower carried 102 passengers across the Atlantic. Some, later 
called Pilgrims, wanted to worship in their own way, apart from the Church of 
England. Others came for land and work.

Storms and rough seas took the ship far north of Virginia, the land where they 
had permission to settle. Some passengers said that once ashore, no one would 
have the right to rule them. So before landing, 41 men signed an agreement, the 
Mayflower Compact.

They promised to form a “civil body politic” and to make and obey “just and 
equal laws” for the good of the colony. It was a simple idea with a big future: 
people agreeing together to govern themselves. Women, servants and children 
did not sign it.

1. Why was the Mayflower Compact written?

to agree on how to govern themselves to buy the ship to declare war

2. How many men signed it? 102 41 20

3. Who did not sign it?

the ship's passengers the men women, servants and children

4. What does “just and equal laws” mean? Why was that important for a new 
colony?

Fair laws that apply to everyone the same way. Everyone would know the 
rules and agree to follow them, so the colony could stay in order.
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