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Ocean in a Cup
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Salt From the Sea
Ocean water is a solution. Salt has dissolved in it, broken into particles too 
small to see and spread evenly through the water. That is why every cup of sea 
water tastes about the same.

For thousands of years, people have taken salt from the sea. They let sea water 
flow into wide, shallow ponds. The sun's heat makes the water evaporate, but 
the salt cannot evaporate, so it is left behind as crystals. Workers rake the salt 
into piles.

Dissolving and evaporating are both physical changes. The salt was salt the 
whole time. A chemical change would make a new substance, like when baking 
soda and vinegar make bubbles of a new gas.

1. Why does every cup of sea water taste about the same?

salt is spread evenly through it fish add salt it is cold

2. What separates the salt from the water?

a magnet evaporation a screen

3. Dissolving salt in water is a …

chemical change physical change

4. How could you get the salt back from a cup of salt water at home?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Ocean in a Cup
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Salt From the Sea
Ocean water is a solution. Salt has dissolved in it, broken into particles too 
small to see and spread evenly through the water. That is why every cup of sea 
water tastes about the same.

For thousands of years, people have taken salt from the sea. They let sea water 
flow into wide, shallow ponds. The sun's heat makes the water evaporate, but 
the salt cannot evaporate, so it is left behind as crystals. Workers rake the salt 
into piles.

Dissolving and evaporating are both physical changes. The salt was salt the 
whole time. A chemical change would make a new substance, like when baking 
soda and vinegar make bubbles of a new gas.

1. Why does every cup of sea water taste about the same?

salt is spread evenly through it fish add salt it is cold

2. What separates the salt from the water?

a magnet evaporation a screen

3. Dissolving salt in water is a …

chemical change physical change

4. How could you get the salt back from a cup of salt water at home?

Put it in a shallow dish in a sunny spot and wait. The water evaporates and 
the salt is left.
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