Name Date

A Month of Moon Phases

This practice calendar shows the moon's phases over one month. Use the pattern to
answer.

day 1 L 8 11 15 19 22 26 30
hase new waxing first waxing full waning third waning new
P moon crescent | quarter | gibbous moon gibbous | quarter | crescent | moon

1. How many days after the new moon on day 1 is the full moon?

2. How many days are there from new moon to new moon? D

3. After the full moon on day 15, the moon is ... (waxing) (waning) (new)

About how many days apart are the main phases (new, first
quarter, full, third quarter)? @ @ @

5. Predict: on about which day will the next full moon be? [:

6. Why do the phases repeat? Use the words orbit and lit.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

A Month of Moon Phases

Answers from the calendar.

day 1 L 8 1 15 19 22 26 30
hase new waxing first waxing full waning third waning new
P moon crescent | quarter | gibbous moon gibbous | quarter | crescent moon

1. How many days after the new moon on day 1 is the full moon?

[I
2. How many days are there from new moon to new moon?

3. After the full moon on day 15, the moon is ... waxing new
" About how many days apart are the main phases (new, first > @ 15
* quarter, full, third quarter)?

5. Predict: on about which day will the next full moon be?

6. Why do the phases repeat? Use the words orbit and lit.

The moon orbits Earth about every 29% days. As it goes around, we see
different amounts of its lit half, then the pattern starts over.

Day 44 or 45 is right for question 5. A practice month, not a real one. Real phase dates change each
month; a calendar or almanac lists them.
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