Name Date

The Phases of the Moon

The moon goes through all eight phases in about 29% days. The white part is the part lit
by the sun; the dotted part is dark.

1. new moon | | v 3. first quarter
The moon is 2. waxing crescent The right half is lit.
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L. waxing gibbous

More than half is
lit, and it grows
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5. full moon 6. waning gibbous 7. third quarter

E%r‘th is betgvehe” More than half is The left half is lit.
the sun and the lit, and it shrinks Also called last

moon. We see the ;
whole lit side. each night. quarter.

8. waning crescent

A thin sliver, lit on
the left.

Waxing means growing; waning means shrinking. In the Northern Hemisphere, a
waxing moon is lit on the right and a waning moon on the left.
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