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Moon Phases Check
Circle the best answer.

1. Which phase comes right after the new moon?

full moon waxing crescent third quarter

2. At a full moon, where is the moon?

between Earth and the sun on the far side of Earth from the sun

next to the sun

3. Which phase comes between full moon and third quarter?

waning gibbous waxing gibbous new moon

4. In the United States, a first quarter moon is lit on the …

left bottom right

5. How much of the moon does the sun light at any time?

half all of it none of it

6. Why do we see phases?

Earth's shadow covers the moon clouds hide part of it

we see different amounts of the lit half

Drawn as the moon looks from the Northern Hemisphere (the United States). South of the equator it 
looks flipped.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Moon Phases Check
The best answers.

1. Which phase comes right after the new moon?

full moon waxing crescent third quarter

2. At a full moon, where is the moon?

between Earth and the sun on the far side of Earth from the sun

next to the sun

3. Which phase comes between full moon and third quarter?

waning gibbous waxing gibbous new moon

4. In the United States, a first quarter moon is lit on the …

left bottom right

5. How much of the moon does the sun light at any time?

half all of it none of it

6. Why do we see phases?

Earth's shadow covers the moon clouds hide part of it

we see different amounts of the lit half

Drawn as the moon looks from the Northern Hemisphere (the United States). South of the equator it 
looks flipped.
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