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No Taxation Without Representation
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Who Gets to Decide?
The French and Indian War ended in 1763. Britain had won, but 
the war had cost a fortune. Parliament, Britain's lawmaking 
body, decided the colonies should help pay.

In 1765 Parliament passed the Stamp Act. Colonists had to buy a 
stamp for newspapers, legal papers and even playing cards. 
Many colonists were furious, not just about the money. The 
colonies had no members in Parliament, so no one there spoke for 
them. They said this was “taxation without representation.”

Colonists refused to buy British goods. Groups like the Sons of 
Liberty protested, sometimes violently. In 1766 Parliament 
repealed the Stamp Act but said it could still make laws for the 
colonies. New taxes followed, and so did more protests.

1. Why did Britain tax the colonies?

to pay for the war to punish Boston to build roads

2. What did “no representation” mean?

colonists could not vote at all no colonists sat in Parliament

there was no king

3. What is a boycott?

refusing to buy goods a kind of tax a battle

4. Why were colonists angry about more than the money?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

No Taxation Without Representation
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Who Gets to Decide?
The French and Indian War ended in 1763. Britain had won, but 
the war had cost a fortune. Parliament, Britain's lawmaking 
body, decided the colonies should help pay.

In 1765 Parliament passed the Stamp Act. Colonists had to buy a 
stamp for newspapers, legal papers and even playing cards. 
Many colonists were furious, not just about the money. The 
colonies had no members in Parliament, so no one there spoke for 
them. They said this was “taxation without representation.”

Colonists refused to buy British goods. Groups like the Sons of 
Liberty protested, sometimes violently. In 1766 Parliament 
repealed the Stamp Act but said it could still make laws for the 
colonies. New taxes followed, and so did more protests.

1. Why did Britain tax the colonies?

to pay for the war to punish Boston to build roads

2. What did “no representation” mean?

colonists could not vote at all no colonists sat in Parliament

there was no king

3. What is a boycott?

refusing to buy goods a kind of tax a battle

4. Why were colonists angry about more than the money?

They had no say in Parliament, so laws and taxes were made for them 
without their consent.
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