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Order of Operations with Braces
Start with the innermost group: ( ), then [ ], then { }. Write each step. Sheet B

1 Innermost first
Work inside ( ) first, then 
[ ], then { }.

2 Then × and ÷
Inside each group, 
multiply and divide from 
left to right.

3 Then + and −
Add and subtract from left 
to right.

1. 77 − {2 × [29 − (5 + 21)]}

=

=

=

=

2. {[4 + 6] ÷ 5} × (7 + 7)

=

=

=

=

3. 81 − {3 × [19 − (2 + 15)]}

=

=

=

=

4. {6 + [8 × (9 − 6)]} ÷ 2

=

=

=

=

5. 4 × {24 + [2 × (17 − 9)]}

=

=

=

=

6. {[(16 + 21) × 6] − 30} ÷ 3

=

=

=

=
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Order of Operations with Braces
The answers for every problem. Sheet B

1 Innermost first
Work inside ( ) first, then 
[ ], then { }.

2 Then × and ÷
Inside each group, 
multiply and divide from 
left to right.

3 Then + and −
Add and subtract from left 
to right.

1. 77 − {2 × [29 − (5 + 21)]}

= 77 − {2 × [29 − 26]}

= 77 − {2 × 3}

= 77 − 6

=

2. {[4 + 6] ÷ 5} × (7 + 7)

= {10 ÷ 5} × (7 + 7)

= 2 × (7 + 7)

= 2 × 14

=

3. 81 − {3 × [19 − (2 + 15)]}

= 81 − {3 × [19 − 17]}

= 81 − {3 × 2}

= 81 − 6

=

4. {6 + [8 × (9 − 6)]} ÷ 2

= {6 + [8 × 3]} ÷ 2

= {6 + 24} ÷ 2

= 30 ÷ 2

=

5. 4 × {24 + [2 × (17 − 9)]}

= 4 × {24 + [2 × 8]}

= 4 × {24 + 16}

= 4 × 40

=

6. {[(16 + 21) × 6] − 30} ÷ 3

= {[37 × 6] − 30} ÷ 3

= {222 − 30} ÷ 3

= 192 ÷ 3

=
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