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Explain the Oxymoron
Tell why each phrase is an oxymoron and what it means. Then write your own.

To explain an oxymoron, tell why the two words seem opposite. Then tell what 
the whole phrase really means.

loud whisper: Whispers are quiet, but this one is loud. It means a whisper that others 
can hear.

1 instant classic

2 working vacation

3 old news

4 Use almost exactly in a sentence about two things that are nearly the same.

5 Make up a new oxymoron. Use it in a sentence that shows what it means.
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Written answers are examples.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Explain the Oxymoron
Tell why each phrase is an oxymoron and what it means. Then write your own.

To explain an oxymoron, tell why the two words seem opposite. Then tell what 
the whole phrase really means.

loud whisper: Whispers are quiet, but this one is loud. It means a whisper that others 
can hear.

1 instant classic

A classic is usually old and loved for years, but instant means right away. It means

something new that people love at once.

2 working vacation

A vacation is a break from work. It means a trip where you still do some work.

3 old news

News is something new, but old is the opposite. It means information that

everyone already knows.

4 Use almost exactly in a sentence about two things that are nearly the same.

My cousin and I were born almost exactly a year apart.

5 Make up a new oxymoron. Use it in a sentence that shows what it means.

quiet thunder: The quiet thunder of the far-off storm rolled over the hills.
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