Name Date

Priya’s Last Day on Maple
Street

Read the story. Look for oxymorons. Level 1 - 422 words

1

On Priya’s last morning on Maple Street, the moving truck sat at the curb like a giant
shoebox. Her family was moving to a city four hours away, where her mom had a new
job at a hospital. Priya was excited about her new bedroom, which had a window seat.
She was not excited about leaving her best friend, Lucas.

Lucas lived two houses down. For weeks, he had been planning a goodbye party for
her. He thought it was a surprise, but it was an open secret. Priya had spotted the

paper streamers in his garage, and his little sister had asked her three times what
kind of cake she liked best.

At four o’clock, Priya walked over to Lucas’s backyard and acted surprised anyway.
Only a small crowd was waiting: Lucas, his sister, two neighbors, and Ms. Okoro from
the corner house. Priya didn’t mind one bit. These were the people she would miss the
most.

Lucas’s dad had baked a lemon cake. The frosting had slid off one side, and the top
was a little lumpy, but every bite was awfully good. Priya ate two slices. Ms. Okoro
told the story of the summer Priya and Lucas tried to teach her cat to fetch, and
everyone laughed until their sides hurt.

When the sun went down, they played one last game of flashlight tag. Lucas’s little
sister hid behind the same maple tree every single time, and every time, she giggled
so loudly that everyone found her right away. Priya laughed so hard that she had to
sit down in the cool grass.

Then Lucas handed Priya a flat package. Inside was their comic book, “The
Adventures of Captain Sprinkle.” They had drawn it together, page by page, at his
kitchen table. “I made a copy for myself at the library,” Lucas said. “You keep the
original copy. You drew the best parts.”

That evening, Priya walked through her empty house one last time. Her bedroom had
no bed, no books, and no posters. Even her footsteps sounded strange. She stood in
the doorway, and the deafening silence made her throat feel tight.

In the car, Priya held the comic on her lap and watched Maple Street grow smaller in
the window. She was sad to leave, but she was also curious about her new school and
her window seat. “How are you feeling?” Mom asked. Priya thought for a moment.
“Bittersweet,” she said. Then she opened the comic to page one and started planning
a letter to Lucas.
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Name Date

Priya’s Last Day on Maple Street:
Questions

Look back at the story to answer.

@ Which phrase from paragraph 2 is an oxymoron?

a goodbye party an open secret paper streamers

@ What does “an open secret” tell you about the party?
a. The party was held with the gate open.

b. No one knew about the party at all.
c. Priya already knew about the party.

@ In paragraph 4, “awfully good” means the cake tasted awful. true false

@ Lucas gives Priya the “original copy” of the comic. What is he giving her?

a. the first comic, which they drew by hand together
b. the copy he made for himself at the library
c. abrand-new comic he bought at a store

@ Paragraph 7 says “the deafening silence made her throat feel tight.” Why is “deafening
silence” an oxymoron? What does it show about Priya?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Priya’s Last Day on Maple Street:
Questions

Look back at the story to answer.

@ Which phrase from paragraph 2 is an oxymoron?

a goodbye party (an open secr‘et) paper streamers

@ What does “an open secret” tell you about the party?

a. The party was held with the gate open.
b. No one knew about the party at all.
(c. Priya already knew about the party.)

@ In paragraph 4, “awfully good” means the cake tasted awful. true

@ Lucas gives Priya the “original copy” of the comic. What is he giving her?

(a. the first comic, which they drew by hand together)
b. the copy he made for himself at the library
c. abrand-new comic he bought at a store

Paragraph 7 says “the deafening silence made her throat feel tight.” Why is “deafening

silence” an oxymoron? What does it show about Priya?

Deafening means very loud, but silence means no sound. It shows the empty

house was so quiet that Priya noticed it, and it made her sad.

@ Why does Priya say she feels “bittersweet”? Use two details from paragraph 8.

She is sad to leave Maple Street and Lucas, but she is curious about her new

school and her window seat. She feels happy and sad at once.
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