
Name Date

The Perfect Tenses
A chart to read together and keep.

The perfect tenses use a form of have and a past participle. 
They show that an action is finished (or has been going on) up to 
a certain time.

Present Perfect
has or have + past participle

Ari has visited Mexico twice.
We have lived here since I was two.
• Timeline: it began in the past and 

reaches up to now, or it happened 
at some time before now.

Past Perfect
had + past participle

The movie had started before we 
found our seats.
• Timeline: two past actions. The 

had action happened first.

Future Perfect
will have + past participle

By June, I will have read forty 
books.
• Timeline: the action will be 

finished before a time in the future.

Past Participles
the verb form that goes with have, has, and 

had

• Regular verbs add -ed: 
walk → walked, plant → planted

• Irregular verbs change: 
go → gone, eat → eaten, 
write → written, take → taken, 
see → seen

Try it

What have you learned this year? Use have + a past participle.
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