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Choose the Perfect Tense
Use the time clue. Write the perfect tense from ( ) that fits.

had = before another past time  •  has / have = up to now  •  will have = before a 
future time

By the time the show ended, we (had laughed / will have laughed) a lot.

1
By the time the bus came, we  for twenty minutes.   
(have waited / will have waited / had waited)

2
We  in this town since I was a baby, and we still love it.   
(had lived / have lived / will have lived)

3
By next June, Ana  ten pairs of socks.   (will have knitted / 
has knitted / had knitted)

4 When I called, Tomas  already left for practice.   (has / had / will have)

5
So far this year, I  the museum three times.   (have visited / 
had visited / will have visited)

6
By the time the guests arrive tonight, we  the table.   (had set / 
have set / will have set)

7 Look! Someone  just painted the fence.   (had / has / will have)

8
By the end of this week, Grandpa  100 miles on his bike.   
(will have ridden / has ridden / had ridden)

9
Before she moved to Texas, Mia  never seen a cactus.   (has / will have / 
had)

10
My cousin is a great swimmer. He  known how to swim since he was 
four.   (had / has / will have)

11
By the time the sun sets, the hikers  the top.   (have reached / 
had reached / will have reached)

12
The library  already closed when we got there last night.   (had / has / 
will have)
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Choose the Perfect Tense
Use the time clue. Write the perfect tense from ( ) that fits.

had = before another past time  •  has / have = up to now  •  will have = before a 
future time

By the time the show ended, we (had laughed / will have laughed) a lot.

1
By the time the bus came, we had waited  for twenty minutes.   
(have waited / will have waited / had waited)

2
We have lived  in this town since I was a baby, and we still love it.   
(had lived / have lived / will have lived)

3
By next June, Ana will have knitted  ten pairs of socks.   (will have knitted / 
has knitted / had knitted)

4 When I called, Tomas had  already left for practice.   (has / had / will have)

5
So far this year, I have visited  the museum three times.   (have visited / 
had visited / will have visited)

6
By the time the guests arrive tonight, we will have set  the table.   (had set / 
have set / will have set)

7 Look! Someone has  just painted the fence.   (had / has / will have)

8
By the end of this week, Grandpa will have ridden  100 miles on his bike.   
(will have ridden / has ridden / had ridden)

9
Before she moved to Texas, Mia had  never seen a cactus.   (has / will have / 
had)

10
My cousin is a great swimmer. He has  known how to swim since he was 
four.   (had / has / will have)

11
By the time the sun sets, the hikers will have reached  the top.   (have reached / 
had reached / will have reached)

12
The library had  already closed when we got there last night.   (had / has / 
will have)
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