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How Plants Make Food
In photosynthesis, leaves use the energy in sunlight to turn carbon dioxide and water 
into sugar, and give off oxygen.

carbon dioxide + water  →(sunlight)→  sugar + oxygen

sunlight
the energy the leaf 
uses to make food

sugar
the food the leaf 
makes; it stores the 
sun's energy

water
taken in by the roots 
and carried up the 
stem

carbon dioxide
a gas the leaf takes 
in from the air

oxygen
a gas the leaf gives 
off into the air

roots
take in water and 
hold the plant in the 
soil
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