
Name Date

Physical or Chemical Change?
Is it the same substance (physical) or a new substance (chemical)? Write each number in 
the right box.

1

cutting 
paper

2

melting ice

3

burning a 
candle

4

baking a 
cake

5

crushing a 
can

6

a nail 
rusting

7

wood 
burning

8

chopping 
wood

9

boiling 
water

10

toasting 
bread

11

shaping 
clay

12

fireworks 
exploding

physical change chemical change
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Physical or Chemical Change?
Each change sorted.

1

cutting 
paper

2

melting ice

3

burning a 
candle

4

baking a 
cake

5

crushing a 
can

6

a nail 
rusting

7

wood 
burning

8

chopping 
wood

9

boiling 
water

10

toasting 
bread

11

shaping 
clay

12

fireworks 
exploding

physical change

1 2 5 8 9 11

chemical change

3 4 6 7 10 12
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