
Name Date

Planet Data: Distance and Year
One AU is Earth's average distance from the sun, about 93 million miles. A year is one 
trip around the sun.

planet distance from the sun (AU) one year type

Mercury 0.39 88 days rocky

Venus 0.72 225 days rocky

Earth 1.00 365 days rocky

Mars 1.52 687 days rocky

Jupiter 5.20 12 years gas giant

Saturn 9.54 29 years gas giant

Uranus 19.2 84 years ice giant

Neptune 30.1 165 years ice giant

1. How many AU from the sun is Jupiter?

2. Which planet takes 687 days to go around the sun?

3.
As planets get farther from the sun, their years 
get …

shorter longer the same

4.
Neptune is about how many times farther from the sun than 
Earth?

3 30 300

5. Which planet is a rocky planet? Saturn Uranus Mars

6. Explain why a year on Saturn is so much longer than a year on Earth.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Planet Data: Distance and Year
Answers from the table.

planet distance from the sun (AU) one year type

Mercury 0.39 88 days rocky

Venus 0.72 225 days rocky

Earth 1.00 365 days rocky

Mars 1.52 687 days rocky

Jupiter 5.20 12 years gas giant

Saturn 9.54 29 years gas giant

Uranus 19.2 84 years ice giant

Neptune 30.1 165 years ice giant

1. How many AU from the sun is Jupiter? 5.20

2. Which planet takes 687 days to go around the sun? Mars

3.
As planets get farther from the sun, their years 
get …

shorter longer the same

4.
Neptune is about how many times farther from the sun than 
Earth?

3 30 300

5. Which planet is a rocky planet? Saturn Uranus Mars

6. Explain why a year on Saturn is so much longer than a year on Earth.

Saturn is much farther from the sun, so its path around the sun is much 
longer (and it moves more slowly).
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