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How Big Are the Planets?
This drawing shows the planets' sizes to scale. Only the edge of the sun fits: it is about 
109 times wider than Earth.

Sun

Mercury
Venus

Earth
Mars

Jupiter Saturn Uranus
Neptune

Diameter (the distance across each planet)

planet Mercury Venus Earth Mars Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune

miles 3,032 7,521 7,918 4,212 88,846 74,898 31,763 30,775

1. Which planet is the largest?

2. Which planet is the smallest?

3. Which planet is closest to Earth in size? Mars Venus Neptune

4. About how many Earths would fit across Jupiter? 2 11 100

5. Which two planets are about the same size?

Uranus and Neptune Mercury and Saturn Earth and Jupiter

6. How are the inner planets different in size from the outer planets?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How Big Are the Planets?
Answers from the drawing and the table.

Sun

Mercury
Venus

Earth
Mars

Jupiter Saturn Uranus
Neptune

Diameter (the distance across each planet)

planet Mercury Venus Earth Mars Jupiter Saturn Uranus Neptune

miles 3,032 7,521 7,918 4,212 88,846 74,898 31,763 30,775

1. Which planet is the largest? Jupiter

2. Which planet is the smallest? Mercury

3. Which planet is closest to Earth in size? Mars Venus Neptune

4. About how many Earths would fit across Jupiter? 2 11 100

5. Which two planets are about the same size?

Uranus and Neptune Mercury and Saturn Earth and Jupiter

6. How are the inner planets different in size from the outer planets?

The inner planets are small; the outer planets are giants, many times 
bigger.
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