Name Date

Why Pluto Is a Dwarf Planet

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

L.

The Ninth Planet That Wasn't

Pluto was discovered in 1930 and was called the ninth planet for 76 years. Then
astronomers began finding other icy worlds far out past Neptune, in a region
called the Kuiper Belt. In 2005 they found Eris, which is about the same size as
Pluto. Was it a tenth planet?

In 2006 a group of astronomers from around the world agreed on what a planet
is. A planet travels around the sun, is big enough for its own gravity to pull it
into a round shape, and has cleared other objects out of its path. Pluto does the
first two, but it shares its path with many other Kuiper Belt objects.

So Pluto became a dwarf planet. Eris is one too, and so is Ceres, the largest
object in the asteroid belt. In 2015 a spacecraft called New Horizons flew past
Pluto and sent back photos of icy mountains and a giant heart-shaped plain.

Where is Pluto?

in the asteroid belt in the Kuiper Belt next to Earth

Which rule does Pluto not meet?

it is round it travels around the sun it has cleared its path

In what year did Pluto become a dwarf planet?

1930 2006 2015

Why did the discovery of Eris make astronomers decide what a planet is?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Why Pluto Is a Dwarf Planet

Answers with evidence from the passage.

The Ninth Planet That Wasn't

Pluto was discovered in 1930 and was called the ninth planet for 76 years. Then
astronomers began finding other icy worlds far out past Neptune, in a region
called the Kuiper Belt. In 2005 they found Eris, which is about the same size as
Pluto. Was it a tenth planet?

In 2006 a group of astronomers from around the world agreed on what a planet
is. A planet travels around the sun, is big enough for its own gravity to pull it
into a round shape, and has cleared other objects out of its path. Pluto does the
first two, but it shares its path with many other Kuiper Belt objects.

So Pluto became a dwarf planet. Eris is one too, and so is Ceres, the largest
object in the asteroid belt. In 2015 a spacecraft called New Horizons flew past
Pluto and sent back photos of icy mountains and a giant heart-shaped plain.

1. Where is Pluto?

in the asteroid belt (in the Kuiper Belt) next to Earth

2. Which rule does Pluto not meet?

it is round ) (it travels around the sun ) (it has cleared its path )

3. Inwhat year did Pluto become a dwarf planet?

1930 2015

L. Why did the discovery of Eris make astronomers decide what a planet is?

Eris was about as big as Pluto, so they had to decide if it was a planet too,
or if both were something else.
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