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Break It into Lines
Turn each sentence into a short free verse poem.

In free verse, you choose where each line ends. A line break makes the reader 
pause, and a short line makes a word stand out. Use a slash ( / ) or start a new 
row for each line.

The rain stopped. / The street / shone.

1
The dog waited by the front door all afternoon, ears up, until he heard my bike in the 
driveway.

2
My grandmother’s kitchen smells like onions and warm tortillas, and her radio plays 
old songs.

3
At the top of the hill, I stopped, looked down at the whole town, and felt as tall as a 
tree.
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Answers will vary. One example is shown for each.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Break It into Lines
Turn each sentence into a short free verse poem.

In free verse, you choose where each line ends. A line break makes the reader 
pause, and a short line makes a word stand out. Use a slash ( / ) or start a new 
row for each line.

The rain stopped. / The street / shone.

1
The dog waited by the front door all afternoon, ears up, until he heard my bike in the 
driveway.

The dog waited / by the front door / all afternoon, / ears up, / until he heard / my

bike.

2
My grandmother’s kitchen smells like onions and warm tortillas, and her radio plays 
old songs.

My grandmother’s kitchen / smells like onions / and warm tortillas. / Her radio /

plays old songs.

3
At the top of the hill, I stopped, looked down at the whole town, and felt as tall as a 
tree.

At the top of the hill / I stopped. / The whole town below me. / I felt / as tall / as

a tree.
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