Name

Dog and Cat

A poem for two voices. One partner reads Dog, one reads Cat, and you

read Both together.

1 Dog: Morning! The sun is up!
Everyone is up!
Let’s GO!

2 Cat: Morning. The sun has found my windowsill.
I will lie in it until it moves.

3 Dog: The mail carrier! A stranger at the door!
I must warn everyone!
Bark! Bark! BARK!

L4 Cat: The mail carrier. Same person, same time, each day.
The dog has warned us
one thousand times.

5 Dog: The vacuum! The roaring monster!
I will hide behind the couch
and be very brave from there.

6 Cat: The vacuum. I was under the bed
before anyone even plugged it in.

7 Dog: They’'re home! They’re home!
I missed you! I missed you!
Here, take my best sock!

8 Cat: They’re home. I will walk past them slowly,
so they know
I did not miss them at all.

9 Both: And when the house is dark and still,
we curl up on the same warm blanket
at the foot of the same small bed.
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Name Date

Dog and Cat: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ How does the dog see the mail carrier?

a. a stranger to warn about
b. a friend with treats
c. too dull to notice

@ How does the cat see the mail carrier’s visit?

a. scary and strange b. ordinary and boring c. exciting and new

@ In stanza 4, “one thousand times” is an example of

hyperbole a simile onomatopoeia

Both the dog and the cat stay away from the vacuum. true false

O,

In stanza 8, why does the cat walk past the family slowly?

)

a. to rest because it is sleepy
b. to show it is mad about the sock
c. to hide that it is glad

@ Choose one event in the poem. Compare how the dog and the cat describe it. Quote one
line from each.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Dog and Cat: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ How does the dog see the mail carrier?

(a. astranger to warn about)
b. a friend with treats
c. too dull to notice

@ How does the cat see the mail carrier’s visit?

a. scary and strange  (b. ordinary and boring)  c. exciting and new

@ In stanza 4, “one thousand times” is an example of

hyperbole a simile onomatopoeia

@ Both the dog and the cat stay away from the vacuum. false

@ In stanza 8, why does the cat walk past the family slowly?

a. to rest because it is sleepy
b. to show it is mad about the sock

(c. tohide that it is glad)

Choose one event in the poem. Compare how the dog and the cat describe it. Quote one
line from each.

When the family comes home, the dog shouts, “I missed you! I missed you!” The

cat says, “I did not miss them at all.” The dog shows its feelings, but the cat hides them.
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