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Saturday at the Laundromat

Read the poem.

1

Every Saturday morning,

Mom and I carry the week

to the laundromat on Fifth Street:

two baskets heavy with socks, towels,

and my soccer uniform, still stiff with Thursday’s mud.

Inside, the washers hum

like a choir that knows only one note.
The dryers turn and turn,

round windows full of tumbling color,
small storms of blue jeans and T-shirts.

The air smells like warm soap.

A man in a red cap folds his shirts into squares,
a baby naps in her stroller,

and the snack machine in the corner

blinks its sleepy eye at me.

Mom and I play cards on orange plastic chairs.
She always wins,

and she always says

next week I'll beat her.

When the buzzer sounds,

we pull out the towels,

warm as just-baked bread,

and fold them together, corner to corner,
her hands meeting mine in the middle.

My friends think laundry is a chore.
They don’t know

that the laundromat is a clock

that gives me one whole hour

of my mom

every week.
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Name Date

Saturday at the Laundromat: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ In stanza 2, the washers hum “like a choir that knows only one note.” This simile shows
that the washers make

a. a loud, changing song b. one steady hum c. no sound at all
@ In stanza 2, the dryers are called “small storms.” What does this metaphor help you
picture?

a. rain falling outside
b. water on the floor
c. clothes whirling fast

@ In stanza 3, find the words that give the snack machine a human action.

This poem has a regular pattern of rhyme. true false

In stanza 5, “warm as just-baked bread” is a simile. true false

In stanza 6, the speaker says the laundromat “is a clock.” What does the speaker mean?

ORONG

a. a set time with Mom
b. a clock on the wall
c. always late for chores

@ How does the speaker feel about Saturdays at the laundromat? Quote one line from
stanza 5 or stanza 6 that shows it.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Saturday at the Laundromat: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

®

@

ORONG

Q

In stanza 2, the washers hum “like a choir that knows only one note.” This simile shows
that the washers make

a. a loud, changingsong  (b. one steady hum)  c. no sound at all

In stanza 2, the dryers are called “small storms.” What does this metaphor help you
picture?

a. rain falling outside
b. water on the floor
(c. clothes whirling fast)

In stanza 3, find the words that give the snack machine a human action.

blinks its sleepy eye

This poem has a regular pattern of rhyme. true

In stanza 5, “warm as just-baked bread” is a simile. false

In stanza 6, the speaker says the laundromat “is a clock.” What does the speaker mean?

(a. aset time with Mom)
b. a clock on the wall

c. always late for chores

How does the speaker feel about Saturdays at the laundromat? Quote one line from
stanza 5 or stanza 6 that shows it.

The speaker loves these Saturdays because of the time with Mom. Stanza 6 says

the laundromat “gives me one whole hour / of my mom.”
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