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Poetic Devices: Sound

A chart to read together and keep.
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Poems are made to be heard. Poets choose words for their sounds as
well as their meanings. These sound devices give a poem its music.
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Rhyme Rhythm
words that end with the same sound the beat of strong and soft syllables
The fox ran out across the snow
: : Read it aloud and hear the beat:
d hed where th t :
and vanished Wnere the pine trees grow HOP on the BUS and SIT in the BACK
(snow and grow rhyme)
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Meter Repetition
a beat pattern that repeats in every line a word or line used again on purpose
the WIND is COLD, the NIGHT is LONG 292;:’ EEZ Ws“l;’ese?g\‘fv‘i n-
da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM gain, they sHpp Y-
. . (The repeated word shows a pattern
(four strong beats in each line)
that never ends.)
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Alliteration Onomatopoeia
the same first sound in words close a word that sounds like what it names
together
Crunch went the leaves.
Purple pancakes piled up perfectly. Whoosh went the wind.
(The p sound repeats.) (You can hear the words.)
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Try it

Make an alliteration with your name, like Daring Dancing Dina.
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