
Name Date

The Night the Lights Went Out
Read the poem. Level 2 · 151 words

1 The storm rolled in at half past six,
and thunder shook the floor.
The lights blinked once, then twice, then quit.
The wind pushed at the door.

2 No screens to watch, no games to play,
no music, and no fan.
My brother groaned, “This is the worst!”
Then Mom said, “Here’s my plan.”

3 She found the flashlights in a drawer
and spread a blanket wide.
We built a fort from kitchen chairs
and all crawled in to hide.

4 Dad told the tale of how he got
lost at the county fair.
My brother made a shadow wolf
that crept across the chair.

5 At ten o’clock, the lights came on.
The fridge began to hum.
My brother sighed and said, “Aw, no.
I wish it hadn’t come.”

6 Some nights I wish the storm would come
and knock the power out,
so we could find out once again
what home is all about.
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Name Date

The Night the Lights Went Out: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 In stanza 1, what causes the lights to go out?

a storm a broken fan the brother

2 Find a word in stanza 1 that means “stopped working.”

3 The family lights candles when the power goes out. true false

4 How does the brother feel in stanza 2?

a. scared of the thunder b. happy and excited c. bored and grumpy

5 In stanza 5, why does the brother say, “I wish it hadn’t come”?

a. He is afraid of the noise the fridge makes.

b. He wants the storm to get louder and stronger.

c. He had fun and does not want the night to end.

6 Which lines rhyme in each stanza?

lines 1 and 2 lines 2 and 4 lines 1 and 3

7 How does the speaker feel about that night now? Quote a line from stanza 6, and explain 
what it shows about the theme.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Night the Lights Went Out: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 In stanza 1, what causes the lights to go out?

a storm a broken fan the brother

2 Find a word in stanza 1 that means “stopped working.”

quit

3 The family lights candles when the power goes out. true false

4 How does the brother feel in stanza 2?

a. scared of the thunder b. happy and excited c. bored and grumpy

5 In stanza 5, why does the brother say, “I wish it hadn’t come”?

a. He is afraid of the noise the fridge makes.

b. He wants the storm to get louder and stronger.

c. He had fun and does not want the night to end.

6 Which lines rhyme in each stanza?

lines 1 and 2 lines 2 and 4 lines 1 and 3

7 How does the speaker feel about that night now? Quote a line from stanza 6, and explain 
what it shows about the theme.

The speaker remembers it fondly: “Some nights I wish the storm would come.” The

theme is that time together, not screens, is what makes a home special.
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