
Name Date

Three Summers at the Creek
Read the poem. Level 3 · 174 words

1 When Grandpa was a boy of ten,
he’d hurry to the creek
to skip flat stones across the pool
and watch a heron sneak.

2 His best was four skips, maybe five;
he’d tell it with a grin:
“The fifth one? That depends upon
what kind of mood I’m in.”

3 When Mom was just a girl of ten,
she biked down to that creek
and skipped her stones from that same rock
until her arm grew weak.

4 She beat her dad’s best record once
by one skip, maybe two.
She ran home shouting all the way.
(He says that isn’t true.)

5 This summer I turned ten at last.
We all walked to the creek,
and Grandpa found a perfect stone,
a flat one, gray and sleek.

6 I threw. It skipped one, two, three, four,
then sank without a sound.
“That’s five,” said Grandpa with a wink.
“The fifth was underground.”

7 Someday I’ll have a grandchild, too,
and when that child turns ten,
we’ll walk down to the same old creek
and skip those stones again.
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Name Date

Three Summers at the Creek: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 How are the stanzas of this poem organized?

a. by season, summer first

b. by generation, oldest first

c. by skill, easiest first

2 Grandpa agrees that Mom beat his record. true false

3 Grandpa’s joke in stanza 6, “The fifth was underground,” connects to which earlier 
stanza?

stanza 4 stanza 1 stanza 2

4 In stanza 5, what does sleek mean?

smooth and shiny rough and bumpy round and heavy

5 Number the events in the order they happen in the poem.

Mom beats her dad’s best record.

The speaker imagines a grandchild at the creek.

Grandpa skips a stone four or five times.

Grandpa finds a perfect stone for the speaker.

6 What is the theme of the poem? Use details from stanza 7 and one other stanza.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Three Summers at the Creek: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 How are the stanzas of this poem organized?

a. by season, summer first

b. by generation, oldest first

c. by skill, easiest first

2 Grandpa agrees that Mom beat his record. true false

3 Grandpa’s joke in stanza 6, “The fifth was underground,” connects to which earlier 
stanza?

stanza 4 stanza 1 stanza 2

4 In stanza 5, what does sleek mean?

smooth and shiny rough and bumpy round and heavy

5 Number the events in the order they happen in the poem.

2 Mom beats her dad’s best record.

4 The speaker imagines a grandchild at the creek.

1 Grandpa skips a stone four or five times.

3 Grandpa finds a perfect stone for the speaker.

6 What is the theme of the poem? Use details from stanza 7 and one other stanza.

Family traditions connect people over time. Grandpa and Mom skipped stones at

ten, and in stanza 7 the speaker plans to bring a grandchild to the same creek.
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