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What Is Free Verse?
A chart to read together and keep.

Free verse is poetry with no set rhyme pattern and no set beat. It sounds 
like natural speech. The poet decides where each line ends and uses 
images, sounds, and repetition to shape the poem.

No Set Rhyme
lines do not have to rhyme

A free verse poem may have no rhymes 
at all, or just a few, wherever the poet 
wants them.

No Set Beat
the rhythm of talking

Lines can be long or short. The rhythm 
follows the way people really speak, not 
a steady da-DUM.

Line Breaks Matter
a break is a small pause

The bus stopped. / I waited. / Then I 
stepped off / into snow.

(Short lines slow the reader down.)

Strong Images
details for the senses

the cold metal rail,
the smell of wet wool,
my breath like smoke

Repetition
a word that comes back

Still the rain.
Still the gray window.
Still no letter from you.

How to Read It
follow the poet’s clues

• Pause a little at the end of each line.
• Pause longer between stanzas.
• Read it twice: once to enjoy, once to 

notice.

Try it

Write one sentence about your lunch. Then break it into three short lines.
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