Name Date

Poetic Devices: Shape and Pictures

A chart to read together and keep.
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Poets shape a poem with stanzas and line breaks. They paint pictures
with imagery and comparisons, so readers can see and feel what the
poem is about.
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Stanza Line Break
a group of lines in a poem where the poet ends a line
Like a paragraph in a story. A blank line I opened the door. / Snow. / Everywhere.
comes after each stanza. Each one often Each break mak
shows a new part or time. (Each break makes you pause.)
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Imagery Simile
words for the five senses a comparison using like or as
the sticky, sweet smell of peaches in a The moon hung like a lantern over the
hot, quiet kitchen field.
(You can almost smell and feel it.) (The moon was round and glowing.)
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Metaphor Personification
says one thing is another gives human actions to a thing
The highway was a river of red lights. The rusty gate complained every time
(Cars filled the road in a long, slow we opened it.
line.) (It creaked, as if it were grumbling.)
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Try it

Finish this simile about your morning: My alarm clock sounds like ...
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