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The Preamble in Plain Words
The Preamble is the opening of the Constitution. Draw a line from each phrase to what it 
means. (Spelling is as written in 1787.)

“We the People of the United 
States,”

to keep peace at home

“in Order to form a more perfect 
Union,”

to protect freedom now and for the 
future

“establish Justice,”
to make the states work together 

better

“insure domestic Tranquility,” to help people live good lives

“provide for the common defence,”
the government's power comes from 

the people

“promote the general Welfare,” to protect the country from attack

“and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty …”

to make fair laws and courts
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Preamble in Plain Words
Each phrase matched.

“We the People of the United 
States,”

to keep peace at home

“in Order to form a more perfect 
Union,”

to protect freedom now and for the 
future

“establish Justice,”
to make the states work together 

better

“insure domestic Tranquility,” to help people live good lives

“provide for the common defence,”
the government's power comes from 

the people

“promote the general Welfare,” to protect the country from attack

“and secure the Blessings of 
Liberty …”

to make fair laws and courts
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