
Name Date

Preposition or Adverb?
Is the bold word a preposition or an adverb? Circle one.

If the word has an object (a noun or pronoun after it), it is a preposition. If it 
stands alone and tells how, where, or when, it is an adverb.

Sam looked up. (adverb)  •  Sam climbed up the hill. (preposition)

1 When the bell rang, everyone rushed outside. preposition adverb

2 Our class walked around the pond. preposition adverb

3 Wash your hands before dinner. preposition adverb

4 A jet roared over and rattled the windows. preposition adverb

5 The puppy spun around and barked. preposition adverb

6 We ate lunch outside the museum. preposition adverb

7 The keys are in my coat pocket. preposition adverb

8 I have seen this movie before. preposition adverb

9 Snow slid down the steep roof. preposition adverb

10 Please come in and sit with us. preposition adverb

11 The horse jumped over the fence. preposition adverb

12 From the top of the tower, the hikers looked down. preposition adverb
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Preposition or Adverb?
Is the bold word a preposition or an adverb? Circle one.

If the word has an object (a noun or pronoun after it), it is a preposition. If it 
stands alone and tells how, where, or when, it is an adverb.

Sam looked up. (adverb)  •  Sam climbed up the hill. (preposition)

1 When the bell rang, everyone rushed outside. preposition adverb

2 Our class walked around the pond. preposition adverb

3 Wash your hands before dinner. preposition adverb

4 A jet roared over and rattled the windows. preposition adverb

5 The puppy spun around and barked. preposition adverb

6 We ate lunch outside the museum. preposition adverb

7 The keys are in my coat pocket. preposition adverb

8 I have seen this movie before. preposition adverb

9 Snow slid down the steep roof. preposition adverb

10 Please come in and sit with us. preposition adverb

11 The horse jumped over the fence. preposition adverb

12 From the top of the tower, the hikers looked down. preposition adverb
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