Name Date

Books for Everyone

Read the text. Level 3 - 391 words

1 Imagine a world where every book had to be copied by hand. For most of history, that was how
books were made in Europe. Skilled writers called scribes copied each page letter by letter with
a pen and ink. A single long book could take months or even years to finish, so books were rare
and very expensive. Most people could not read, and most never owned a single book.

Printing Begins in Asia

2 Printing was first developed in China. More than a thousand years ago, Chinese printers carved
whole pages of text into blocks of wood, inked them, and pressed paper onto them. Around
1040, a Chinese inventor named Bi Sheng made movable type: separate pieces of baked clay,
each with one character, that could be arranged into a page and then used again. Later, printers
in Korea made movable type out of metal.

Gutenberg’s Press

3 Around 1450, in the German city of Mainz, a metalworker named Johannes Gutenberg put
several ideas together. He cast thousands of small metal letters in molds, so every letter “a”
was exactly the same. He mixed an oily ink that stuck to metal. And he built a press, based on
the presses used to squeeze grapes and olives, that pushed paper firmly against the inked
letters.

L Before this, a scribe might copy only a few pages in a day. With Gutenberg’s system, a team of
workers could print hundreds of pages in a day. His most famous project was a Bible printed
around T1455. Experts believe about 180 copies were made, and some still survive today.

Ideas on the Move

5  Printing spread quickly. By 1500, there were print shops in many cities across Europe, and
millions of books had been printed. Because books cost less, more people could buy them, and
more people learned to read.

6  Printing also changed how knowledge grew. Every printed copy of a book was the same, so
readers in different cities could study the very same map, chart, or experiment. Scientists could
share discoveries and check one another’s work more quickly. News and arguments traveled in
small printed booklets called pamphlets.

7 Not everyone was pleased. Some rulers worried about the ideas that were spreading, and they
tried to control what could be printed. But once ideas could be printed by the thousands, they
were very hard to take back.
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Name Date

Books for Everyone: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Why were books rare in Europe before printing?

a. No one cared. b. Kings banned all books. c. Each was hand-copied.
@ What made each of Gutenberg’s letters exactly the same?

wood carving metal molds baked clay

@ Movable type was first invented in Germany. true false

@ What was one effect of cheaper books?

a. More people read. b. Scribes got rich. c. Fewer books sold.
@ Number the events in the order they happened.

Bi Sheng makes movable type from baked clay.
Print shops open in many cities across Europe.

Chinese printers carve pages into wood blocks.

Gutenberg prints a famous Bible.

@ Explain how printing helped scientists. Use details from paragraph 6.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Books for Everyone: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Why were books rare in Europe before printing?

a. No one cared. b. Kings banned all books.  (c. Each was hand-copied.)

@ What made each of Gutenberg’s letters exactly the same?

wood carving (metal molds) baked clay

@ Movable type was first invented in Germany. true

@ What was one effect of cheaper books?

(a. More people read.)  b. Scribes got rich. c. Fewer books sold.

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

2 | Bi Sheng makes movable type from baked clay.
L4 | Print shops open in many cities across Europe.
1 | Chinese printers carve pages into wood blocks.

3 | Gutenberg prints a famous Bible.

@ Explain how printing helped scientists. Use details from paragraph 6.

Every printed copy was the same, so scientists in different cities could study the

very same map, chart, or experiment. They could share discoveries and check one

another’s work more quickly.
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