Name

Last Day of Fifth Grade

Read the poem.

1

On the last day of fifth grade,
the walls are bare again:

no maps, no poems, no timelines,
just squares of paler paint
where our year used to hang.

I find a pencil in my desk,

chewed down to a stub.

I remember chewing it

in September,

when long division was a mountain
and I was at the bottom,

looking up.

Now I climb it every morning
without thinking.

Funny how a mountain

turns into a hill

when you walk on it every day.

Ms. Adair hands back our journals.
On the first page, my September self
wrote, “I hope I make one friend.”

I laugh,

because across the room

three of them are waving at me.

Next year, the building will be bigger,
the lockers will be taller,
and I’ll be at the bottom again.

But I've learned something about mountains.

I’'ll keep the pencil,
just in case.
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Name Date

Last Day of Fifth Grade: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ In stanza 1, what are the “squares of paler paint”?
a. where work used to hang b. new paint c. spots where windows were
@ In stanza 2, “long division was a mountain.” What does this mean about long division?
a. It was about maps. b. It was done outside. c. It was very hard.

@ In September, the speaker already had many friends in the class. true false

@ How does stanza 3 connect to stanza 27

a. Math got easier. b. The class hiked. c. The pencil broke.
@ Why does the speaker laugh in stanza 47

a. a drawing on the board b. three friends, not one c. ajoke

@ Why does the speaker keep the pencil “just in case”? Use stanza 5.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Last Day of Fifth Grade: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ In stanza 1, what are the “squares of paler paint”?

(a. where work used to hang)  b. new paint c. spots where windows were

@ In stanza 2, “long division was a mountain.” What does this mean about long division?

a. It was about maps. b. It was done outside.  (c. It was very hard.)

@ In September, the speaker already had many friends in the class. true

@ How does stanza 3 connect to stanza 27

(a. Math got easier.)  b. The class hiked. c. The pencil broke.

@ Why does the speaker laugh in stanza 47

a. a drawing on the board  (b. three friends, not one) c. ajoke

@ Why does the speaker keep the pencil “just in case”? Use stanza 5.

Next year, the speaker will be at the bottom again. The pencil is a reminder that

hard things, like mountains, get easier with practice.

@ What is the theme of the poem? Quote a line that supports it.

Hard things become easier when you keep at them every day. “Funny how a

mountain / turns into a hill / when you walk on it every day.”
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