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Let the Stars Come Back
Read the text. Level 2 · 417 words

1 Look up on a clear night in a big city, and you might see only a handful of stars. Far away 
from city lights, you could see thousands. The difference is light pollution, the extra light 
from streetlights, signs, and buildings that brightens the night sky. Our town should take 
simple steps to reduce it. Doing so would protect wildlife, save energy, and give the stars 
back to everyone.

Reason 1: Wildlife Needs the Dark
2 Many animals depend on darkness. Most songbirds that migrate travel at night, and bright 

lights can confuse them and pull them off course. Many birds die each year by flying into 
brightly lit buildings. Baby sea turtles that hatch on beaches find the ocean by heading 
toward the brightest horizon, which is usually moonlight over the water. Lights from houses 
and roads can lead them the wrong way. Even moths circle around outdoor lights for hours 
instead of feeding.

Reason 2: Wasted Light Is Wasted Money
3 A lot of outdoor light shines straight up into the sky, where it does not help anyone see. 

That light still costs money, and it uses energy that often comes from power plants that 
burn fuel. When lights point down, where people actually need them, a town can use 
dimmer bulbs and still keep its streets bright.

Reason 3: The Night Sky Belongs to Everyone
4 For thousands of years, people have used the stars to tell stories, mark the seasons, and 

find their way. Today, many children have never seen the Milky Way. A dark sky is 
something that every person can enjoy for free, but only if we protect it.

What We Can Do
5 The solutions are simple. Towns can put covers called shields on streetlights so that the 

light points down toward the ground. People can turn off outdoor lights they are not using. 
Stores can dim their signs after closing time. Some communities have already made rules 
like these, and the people who live there can see the stars again.

6 Some people worry that darker streets will be less safe. But the goal is not to turn off every 
light. It is to use the right light, in the right place, at the right time. Shielded lights can even 
make it easier to see, because they cut down on glare, the harsh light that shines into 
drivers’ eyes.

7 Tonight, step outside and look up. Count the stars you can see. With a few small changes, 
our town could make that number much bigger.
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Let the Stars Come Back: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is the author’s main claim?

a. Turn off all lights. b. Cut light pollution. c. Leave cities.

2 Which reason does the author support with evidence about sea turtles?

a. Wildlife needs dark. b. Light costs money. c. The sky is for all.

3 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “harsh light that shines into your eyes.”

4 The author wants the town to turn off all of its outdoor lights. true false

5 Which detail supports Reason 2?

a. Turtles get lost. b. Birds get lost. c. Upward light is wasted.

6 In paragraph 6, why does the author mention people who worry about safety?

a. to quit the plan b. to answer an objection c. to list streetlights

7 Which reason do you think is the strongest? Explain which evidence from the text supports 
it.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Let the Stars Come Back: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 What is the author’s main claim?

a. Turn off all lights. b. Cut light pollution. c. Leave cities.

2 Which reason does the author support with evidence about sea turtles?

a. Wildlife needs dark. b. Light costs money. c. The sky is for all.

3 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “harsh light that shines into your eyes.”

glare

4 The author wants the town to turn off all of its outdoor lights. true false

5 Which detail supports Reason 2?

a. Turtles get lost. b. Birds get lost. c. Upward light is wasted.

6 In paragraph 6, why does the author mention people who worry about safety?

a. to quit the plan b. to answer an objection c. to list streetlights

7 Which reason do you think is the strongest? Explain which evidence from the text supports 
it.

Reason 1 is the strongest. Lights confuse songbirds that migrate at night, many

birds fly into lit buildings, and lights lead baby sea turtles away from the ocean.
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