Name

My Thunderstorm Brother

Read the poem. Look for the comparisons.

1

My brother is a thunderstorm
that rumbles in at three.

His backpack crashes to the floor.
His sneakers fly at me.

His voice is like a rolling drum
that echoes down the hall.

He tells me every single thing
that happened, big or small.

At dinner he’s a lightning bolt,

a flash from chair to sink.

He spills his milk and wipes it up
before I even blink.

But when the evening settles down
and all the lamps are low,

my brother is a gentle rain,

so soft and warm and slow.

He leans against me on the couch

and asks me for a book,

and halfway through the second page,
I sneak a little look.

His eyes are closed. The storm has passed.
The house is calm and still.

Tomorrow he’ll come thundering in.

I hope he always will.
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Name Date

My Thunderstorm Brother: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ In stanza 1, what is the brother compared to?
a rolling drum a gentle rain a thunderstorm
@ “His voice is like a rolling drum” is a simile. What does it tell you?
a. He plays the drums. b. His voice is loud. c. He sings softly.
In stanza 3, why is the brother called “a lightning bolt”?
a. He moves very fast. b. He makes loud noises. c. He fears storms.

In stanza 5, the brother asks the speaker for a book. true false

Stanzas 1 to 3 show the brother’s wild side. What do stanzas 4 to 6 show?
his calm side a real storm his school day

What does the speaker mean by “The storm has passed” in stanza 67
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

My Thunderstorm Brother: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ In stanza 1, what is the brother compared to?

a rolling drum a gentle rain (a thunderstorm)

“His voice is like a rolling drum” is a simile. What does it tell you?

a. He plays the drums.  (b. His voiceis loud.)  c. He sings softly.

@ In stanza 3, why is the brother called “a lightning bolt”?

(a. He moves very fast.)  b. He makes loud noises. c. He fears storms.

@ In stanza 5, the brother asks the speaker for a book.

@ Stanzas 1 to 3 show the brother’s wild side. What do stanzas 4 to 6 show?

(his calm side) a real storm his school day

@ What does the speaker mean by “The storm has passed” in stanza 67

The brother has fallen asleep, so all his loud, wild energy is gone for the day.

false

@ How does the speaker feel about the brother? Quote a line that shows it.

The speaker loves the brother, even when he is wild. The last line, “I hope he

always will,” shows that the speaker wants him to keep thundering in.
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