Name Date

Opening Night

Read the play. Notice how each scene leads to the next.

Level 2 - 672 words

Scene 1: Two Days Before

(The school stage, after school. MAYA, in a paint-spattered apron, is painting a castle wall.
JULIAN, wearing a paper crown, paces back and forth with his script.)

JULIAN: “A king must listen before he speaks.” No, wait. “A king must speak before he...” Ugh!
I always mix up this line.

MAYA: (without looking up) “A king must listen before he speaks, or his kingdom will stop
listening to him.”

JULIAN: (staring at her) How do you know that?

MAYA: I've been painting this castle for three weeks. I've heard every single rehearsal. I
probably know the whole play by now.

JULIAN: Then why didn’t you try out for a part?

MAYA: (shrugging) Being on stage feels like standing on a frozen pond that might crack. No,
thank you. I like it back here, where nobody stares at me.

Scene 2: Opening Night

(Backstage, thirty minutes before the show. Actors in costumes are whispering. MS. FERREIRA,
the director, hurries in, holding her phone.)

MS. FERREIRA: Everyone, listen. Julian’s dad just called. Julian has a fever and can’t come
tonight. And our understudy, the person who learned his part in case he couldn’t perform, is out
of town.

(The cast groans. MAYA slowly sets down her paintbrush.)

MS. FERREIRA: Unless... (She turns toward MAYA.) Maya, Julian told me you know his lines
better than he does.

MAYA: (backing away) I'm crew. I paint castles. I don’t stand in front of two hundred people.

MS. FERREIRA: You don’t have to be perfect. You only have to be brave for one hour. I'll be
right there at the side of the stage, with the script in my hand.

(MAYA looks at the paper crown on the table. She takes a deep breath and picks it up.)
MAYA: Okay. But if my knees stop working, somebody please catch me.
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Scene 3: The Second Act
(The side of the stage, during the show. MS. FERREIRA stands in the shadows with the script.

Out on stage, MAYA sits on a throne, wearing the crown. Two actors, BELLA and TOMAS, play
farmers who have come to see the king.)

BELLA: (shaking her fist) Your Majesty, his goats ate every one of my cabbages!

TOMAS: (shaking his fist back) Her cabbages were growing on my side of the fence!

(MAYA opens her mouth. Nothing comes out. The silence stretches on and on. MS. FERREIRA
flips pages, searching for the line.)

MAYA: (slowly, in a deep, royal voice) A king must listen before he speaks. (She turns to
TOMAS.) Tell me, farmer. How many cabbages did your goats eat?

TOMAS: (surprised, then playing along) Um... forty-seven, Your Majesty.

MAYA: Forty-seven! Then those are the best-fed goats in my kingdom. You will repay her with
forty-seven cups of goat milk.

(The audience roars with laughter. BELLA and TOMAS bow to the king. At the side of the stage,
MS. FERREIRA lowers the script and smiles.)

BELLA: (whispering to MAYA as the lights dim) That wasn’t in the script!

MAYA: (whispering back, a little shaky) It is now.

Scene U4: After the Curtain

(The empty stage, after the show. MAYA sits on the edge of the stage, still wearing the crown.
Her phone buzzes. It is a video call from JULIAN, who is wrapped in a blanket.)

JULIAN: (in a scratchy voice) My cousin recorded the whole play from the back row. You were
amazing!

MAYA: I forgot a line in the second act. I just stood there like a statue.

JULIAN: Then you used my line from rehearsal and made up the rest, and it was funnier than
the real script. Everybody laughed. Even Ms. Ferreira laughed!

MAYA: When everyone laughed, I thought they were laughing at me. Then I saw Ms. Ferreira
smiling, and I knew they were laughing with me. (She smiles.) I guess the pond didn’t crack
after all.

JULIAN: So... are you trying out for the spring play?
MAYA: (setting the crown down gently) Maybe. But only if I can still paint the castle.
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Name Date

Opening Night: Questions

Answer the questions about the play.

@ What does Scene 1 mainly show?

a. Julian quits. b. Maya knows the lines. c. The castle is finished.

@ Being on stage “feels like standing on a frozen pond that might crack.” What does Maya

mean?

a. She fears failing. b. She dislikes cold. c. She wants to skate.
In Scene 2, Maya agrees right away to play the king. true false
Scene 2 explains why Maya has to play the king. true false

What do the words in parentheses, like (backing away), tell you?

a. what they say b. what scene is next c. how characters act

OENONORO,

Which line from Scene 1 does Maya use when she forgets her line in Scene 37 Why does it
fit?

@ How does Maya’s line about the pond in Scene 4 connect to Scene 17 How has she
changed?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Opening Night: Questions

Answer the questions about the play.

®
@

OENONORO,

What does Scene 1 mainly show?

a. Julian quits.  (b. Maya knows the lines.)  c. The castle is finished.

Being on stage “feels like standing on a frozen pond that might crack.” What does Maya
mean?

(a. She fears failing.)  b. She dislikes cold. c. She wants to skate.

In Scene 2, Maya agrees right away to play the king. true
Scene 2 explains why Maya has to play the king. false

What do the words in parentheses, like (backing away), tell you?

a. what they say b. what sceneisnext  (c. how characters act)

Which line from Scene 1 does Maya use when she forgets her line in Scene 37 Why does it
fit?

She says, “A king must listen before he speaks,” the line she knew from Scene 1. It

fits because she then listens to the farmers before she decides.

How does Maya’s line about the pond in Scene 4 connect to Scene 17 How has she
changed?

In Scene 1, she compares being on stage to standing on a frozen pond that might

crack. Now she has played the part and done well, so she is braver and might even

try out next time.
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