Name Date

Sea Otters on Guard

Read the text. Level 1 - 364 words

1T Floating on its back in the cold Pacific Ocean, a sea otter looks as if it is relaxing. It
might be cracking open a clam on its chest, using a rock as a hammer. It might be
wrapped in a strand of kelp, a giant seaweed, so that it does not drift away while it naps.
But this furry animal is doing more than relaxing. It is helping to protect an underwater
forest.

Built for Cold Water

2 Most sea mammals, such as seals and whales, stay warm with a thick layer of fat called
blubber. Sea otters do not have blubber. Instead, they have the thickest fur of any
animal on Earth, with up to about a million hairs on a single square inch of skin. The fur
traps a layer of air next to the otter’s body, and the air keeps the cold water away from
its skin. An otter spends hours every day grooming, or cleaning and fluffing, its fur so
that it keeps working.

3 Staying warm takes a lot of energy, so sea otters eat a lot. An adult can eat about a
quarter of its own body weight in a single day. Its foods include crabs, clams, snails, and
sea urchins, spiny animals that look like pincushions.

Guardians of the Kelp Forest

4 That big appetite for sea urchins matters. Sea urchins eat kelp. When there are too
many urchins, they can chew through the bottoms of the kelp and wipe out a whole kelp
forest. Kelp forests are home to many fish, crabs, and other sea animals, so losing the
kelp hurts all of them.

5 Sea otters keep the number of urchins under control. Where otters are doing well, kelp
forests usually stay thick and full of life. Scientists call an animal like this a keystone
species, because many other living things depend on it, just as a stone arch depends on
its keystone to hold it together.

6 Sea otters were once hunted for their warm fur until very few were left. In the early
1900s, laws began to protect them, and in many places their numbers slowly grew again.
As the otters returned, some kelp forests grew back, too.
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Sea Otters on Guard: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

®

What are the two main ideas of the text?
a. Otters eat many foods, and they nap wrapped up in seaweed.
b. Otters were hunted for their fur, and they use rocks as hammers.
c. Otters are built for cold water, and they protect kelp forests.
How does a sea otter stay warm without blubber?

a. It sleeps in kelp. b. Its fur traps air. c. It eats warm food.

Find a word in paragraph 2 that means “cleaning and fluffing.”

What can happen when there are too many sea urchins?
a. They destroy kelp. b. They chase otters. c. They cool the water.

Sea otters eat sea urchins, and sea urchins eat kelp. true false

Why does the author compare a sea otter to the keystone of an arch?
a. It is the largest one. b. It came first. c. Others depend on it.

Explain how sea otters help fish and crabs, even though otters eat some crabs. Use details
from paragraphs 4 and 5.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Sea Otters on Guard: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

®

O O & O ©

What are the two main ideas of the text?

a. Otters eat many foods, and they nap wrapped up in seaweed.
b. Otters were hunted for their fur, and they use rocks as hammers.
(c. Otters are built for cold water, and they protect kelp forests.)

How does a sea otter stay warm without blubber?

a. Itsleepsinkelp. (b. Itsfurtrapsair.) c. It eats warm food.

Find a word in paragraph 2 that means “cleaning and fluffing.”

grooming

What can happen when there are too many sea urchins?

(a. They destroy kelp.)  b. They chase otters. c. They cool the water.

Sea otters eat sea urchins, and sea urchins eat kelp. false

Why does the author compare a sea otter to the keystone of an arch?

a. Itis the largest one. b. It came first.  (c. Others depend on it.)

Explain how sea otters help fish and crabs, even though otters eat some crabs. Use details
from paragraphs 4 and 5.

Otters eat sea urchins, which keeps the urchins from destroying the kelp. The kelp

forest is home to many fish and crabs, so protecting the kelp protects them.
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