
Name Date

Storm Salsa
Read the story. Level 1 · 386 words

1 Every Saturday in August, Priya and her grandmother sold tomatoes from a wooden 
stand at the end of their driveway. Nani grew six kinds: fat red slicers, yellow pear 
tomatoes no bigger than grapes, and striped green ones that looked unripe but tasted 
like summer. Priya painted the signs, made change from a coffee can, and told every 
customer which kind to try.

2 This year, Priya had a goal. She was saving for a used keyboard, and she had promised 
herself that the tomato money would get her there by the end of the month.

3 Then, on a Thursday afternoon, the sky turned the color of a bruise. Hail the size of 
marbles drummed on the roof for ten minutes. When it finally stopped, Priya and Nani 
walked out to the garden.

4 The plants looked as if someone had attacked them with a hammer. Leaves hung in 
shreds. Half the tomatoes lay split open in the mud, and many of the ones still on the 
vines had dents and cracks.

5 Priya felt her throat tighten. “That’s it,” she said. “Nobody’s going to buy those.”

6 Nani crouched down and picked up a cracked tomato. She turned it over slowly in her 
hand. “No,” she agreed. “Nobody will buy a tomato with a crack in it.” Then she smiled. 
“But plenty of people will buy salsa.”

7 For the rest of the afternoon, the kitchen was a whirlwind. They rinsed every tomato 
they could save and cut away the damaged parts. Nani chopped onions and peppers 
while Priya squeezed limes until her fingers stung. They filled jar after jar until the 
counter was crowded with them.

8 Priya made a new sign: STORM SALSA, made from tomatoes that survived the hail. She 
drew lightning bolts all around the words.

9 On Saturday, the jars sold out by noon. Customers laughed at the sign, and several 
asked if there would be more next week. One man bought three jars and said the story 
was the best part.

10 That night, Priya counted the money in the coffee can. It was not quite as much as she 
had hoped, but it was close. More important, she thought, she had learned something 
that no keyboard could teach her.

11 “Next time something goes wrong,” she told Nani, “I’m going to ask what it could turn 
into.”
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Name Date

Storm Salsa: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is Priya’s goal at the start of the story?

a. to buy a keyboard b. to grow more tomatoes c. to paint new signs

2 In paragraph 3, “the sky turned the color of a bruise.” What does this show?

a. The sun is setting. b. It is a clear day. c. A storm is coming.

3 How does Priya first respond to the damaged tomatoes?

a. She makes salsa. b. She gives up hope. c. She calls for help.

4 Nani agrees that no one will buy a cracked tomato. true false

5 Find a word in paragraph 7 that means “a time of very fast, busy activity.”

6 Quote what Nani says to answer the challenge. What does it show about her?

7 What is the theme? Use details about how Priya changes from beginning to end.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Storm Salsa: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is Priya’s goal at the start of the story?

a. to buy a keyboard b. to grow more tomatoes c. to paint new signs

2 In paragraph 3, “the sky turned the color of a bruise.” What does this show?

a. The sun is setting. b. It is a clear day. c. A storm is coming.

3 How does Priya first respond to the damaged tomatoes?

a. She makes salsa. b. She gives up hope. c. She calls for help.

4 Nani agrees that no one will buy a cracked tomato. true false

5 Find a word in paragraph 7 that means “a time of very fast, busy activity.”

whirlwind

6 Quote what Nani says to answer the challenge. What does it show about her?

“But plenty of people will buy salsa.” It shows that Nani looks for a new way to use

what she has instead of giving up.

7 What is the theme? Use details about how Priya changes from beginning to end.

When something goes wrong, look for a new way to use it. At first, Priya says

nobody will buy the tomatoes. By the end, she plans to ask what a problem could

turn into.
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