
Name Date

The Last Two Spellers
Read the story. Level 2 · 419 words

1 By the end of the school spelling bee, only two students were still standing on the stage: 
Wen Zhao and Isaiah Brooks. They were best friends, and they could not have been more 
different.

2 Wen spelled the way a hummingbird flies. The moment the judge said a word, her answer 
zipped out, letter after letter, before most people in the audience had even heard the word 
properly. She had spent the whole fall memorizing lists on flash cards, and she remembered 
almost everything she saw.

3 Isaiah spelled the way a turtle crosses a road: slowly, carefully, and without ever turning 
back. He always asked for the definition and the language the word came from. Then he 
closed his eyes and broke the word into parts. His grandfather, a retired science teacher, 
had taught him that many long words are built from smaller Greek and Latin pieces, like 
blocks.

4 In round nine, the judge gave Wen the word “chronology.” She spelled it in two seconds. In 
round ten, Isaiah got “hydrant.” He asked for the definition and whispered to himself, 
“Hydro means water...” Then he spelled it correctly.

5 In round eleven, the judge read Wen’s word: “dermatologist.” For the first time all day, 
Wen hesitated. She had never seen the word on her cards. She spelled it as fast as she 
could, “D-E-R-M-A-T-A...” The bell rang. She had missed.

6 Wen walked back to her seat with her chin up, but her hands were shaking. Isaiah stepped 
up to the microphone. To win, he had to spell her word correctly and then one more.

7 Isaiah asked for the definition: a doctor who treats the skin. He closed his eyes. Derma 
meant skin. Ology meant the study of. He spelled it slowly and correctly. Then he spelled his 
final word, “geography,” and the audience cheered.

8 Afterward, Isaiah found Wen behind the stage. He expected her to be upset, and she was. 
Her eyes were red, and she was gripping her flash cards so tightly that they had bent in the 
middle. But the first thing she said was, “Congratulations. You earned it.”

9 “You were faster than me the whole day,” Isaiah said.

10 “Fast isn’t the same as ready,” Wen said. She pulled a fresh stack of blank flash cards out of 
her backpack. “Teach me your roots trick. Next year, I want to know what words are made 
of, not just what they look like.”

11 Isaiah grinned. “Only if you teach me how to remember things the first time I see them.”
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Name Date

The Last Two Spellers: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 The author says Wen spelled “the way a hummingbird flies.” What does this simile show?

a. She spells softly. b. She spells fast. c. She spells while moving.

2 Why did Wen miss the word “dermatologist”?

a. She rushed a new word. b. The judge said it fast. c. She was sick.

3 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “paused because she was unsure.”

4 How does Wen respond to losing?

a. She runs off. b. She blames the judges. c. She congratulates him.

5 How are Wen and Isaiah alike? Use two details from the story.

6 What does Wen mean by “Fast isn’t the same as ready”? Use a detail from the story.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Last Two Spellers: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 The author says Wen spelled “the way a hummingbird flies.” What does this simile show?

a. She spells softly. b. She spells fast. c. She spells while moving.

2 Why did Wen miss the word “dermatologist”?

a. She rushed a new word. b. The judge said it fast. c. She was sick.

3 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “paused because she was unsure.”

hesitated

4 How does Wen respond to losing?

a. She runs off. b. She blames the judges. c. She congratulates him.

5 How are Wen and Isaiah alike? Use two details from the story.

Both are strong spellers who make it to the final two. Both also want to learn from

each other: Wen wants the roots trick, and Isaiah wants her memory trick.

6 What does Wen mean by “Fast isn’t the same as ready”? Use a detail from the story.

Being quick does not help if you do not understand a word. Wen spelled fast all day

but missed “dermatologist” because she had only memorized words, while Isaiah

used roots to get it right.
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