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Two Cooks, One Recipe

Read the story.
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Part 1: The Same Soup

Every summer, the county fair held a junior cooking contest, and this year the theme was “A
Family Recipe.” Amira and her cousin Jonah both knew right away which dish to make: Teta’s
lentil soup. Teta, their grandmother, had been making it every Friday for as long as either of
them could remember. The whole family squeezed around her small kitchen table, and by the
end of the night, every bowl was scraped clean.

That was the only thing the cousins agreed on.

Amira copied the recipe from Teta’s old card onto a clean sheet of paper. She bought a set of
measuring spoons and a kitchen scale. She cooked the soup three times in one week, and each
time she wrote down exactly what she had done: one cup of red lentils, one onion, two cloves of
garlic, six cups of water, one teaspoon of cumin, and the juice of half a lemon. Her soup came
out the same every single time, smooth and golden.

Jonah never measured anything. He cooked the way he played basketball, fast and loud and full
of surprises. He threw in a handful of lentils, a shake of cumin, a pinch of red pepper, and
whatever else smelled good. One day his soup was the best thing Amira had ever tasted. The
next day it was so salty that his little brother made a face like he had licked a sidewalk.

“You can’t win with a soup that changes every day,” Amira told him.
“And you can’t win with a soup that’s boring,” Jonah said.

Neither of them spoke to the other for the rest of the afternoon.

Part 2: The Taste Test

Two days before the fair, Teta invited them both to her apartment for a taste test. She set out
two spoons and two bowls, one of each soup, and tasted slowly while the cousins watched.

“Amira,” she said finally, “your soup is correct. Every amount is right. But it is a little shy. It is
afraid to speak up.”

Amira’s cheeks went pink.

Teta turned to Jonah. “And your soup is brave. It has big ideas. But today, it is shouting. Too
much salt, and too much pepper.”

Jonah slumped in his chair.

Teta smiled at them both and opened her kitchen drawer. She took out her recipe card, soft and
yellow with age, and laid it on the table. Amira stared at it. She had copied the list in a hurry
and had never really looked at the card itself. Only the ingredients were written down. There
were no amounts at all.

“Where are the measurements?” Amira asked.
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“In my hands,” said Teta. “My mother cooked by taste, and so did I. When I was your age, I
measured everything, the way you do, Amira. That is how I learned what the right amount looks
like. Then, slowly, I learned to taste and change things, the way you do, Jonah.” She tapped the
card. “A good cook needs both.”

The cousins looked at each other. For the first time all week, neither of them had anything to
say.
Part 3: The Fair

The rules of the contest allowed teams of two, so on Saturday morning, Amira and Jonah stood
side by side at one long table under a white tent. All around them, young cooks were rolling
dough, chopping peppers, and stirring pots. At the next table, a girl was making her great-
grandmother’s cornbread, and the whole tent smelled like butter.

Amira measured the lentils, the water, and the onion, exactly as she had practiced. Jonah
tasted the soup every few minutes, the way Teta did. When it needed something, he said so, and
Amira measured it in small amounts so that it never got out of control. A little more cumin. A
squeeze of extra lemon. Then Jonah had an idea that was all his own: a swirl of olive oil and a
pinch of crushed mint on top of each bowl.

“Are you sure?” Amira asked.
“No,” said Jonah. “Taste it.”
She did. It was bright and warm at the same time, like Teta’s kitchen on a Friday night.

When the judges came around, they ate every spoonful. One judge, a woman with a long silver
braid, asked whose idea the mint had been.

Jonah pointed at Amira. “She let me try it,” he said.
Amira pointed back at him. “He thought of it,” she said. “I just measured it.”

The judge laughed and wrote something on her clipboard. That afternoon, a blue ribbon was
pinned to the corner of the table.

Teta was waiting at the edge of the tent. She tasted a spoonful from the last bowl, closed her
eyes, and nodded.

“Not shy,” she said. “And not shouting.” Then she handed each of them a blank recipe card.
“Now,” she said, “write down your soup, so you can teach it to someone someday.”

That evening, the cousins sat at Teta’s kitchen table with one card between them. Amira wrote
every amount in her neatest handwriting: one cup of lentils, six cups of water, one teaspoon of
cumin. At the bottom, Jonah added one more line in his messy capital letters: THEN TASTE IT,
AND TRUST YOURSELF.

Teta read the card twice. Then she tucked it into her recipe box, right in front of her own.
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Two Cooks, One Recipe: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ How does Jonah cook at the start of the story?
a. from a written card b. without measuring c. very slowly

@ Jonah’s brother “made a face like he had licked a sidewalk.” What does this show?
a. It tasted awful. b. It was too cold. c. It was too thick.

Teta’s recipe card lists the amount of each ingredient. true false

What does Teta mean when she says Amira’s soup is “shy”?
a. Itis spicy. b. It was cooked too fast. c. It needs more flavor.
What does Teta help the cousins see in Part 27

a. They should both quit. b. Soup is easy. c. They need each other.

& © OO

How are Amira and Jonah alike? Use two details from the story.

@ How do the cousins work together in Part 37 Compare what each one does, using details
from the text.

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

Two Cooks, One Recipe: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ How does Jonah cook at the start of the story?

a. from a written card  (b. without measuring)  c. very slowly

@ Jonah’s brother “made a face like he had licked a sidewalk.” What does this show?

(a. It tasted awful.)  b. It was too cold. c. It was too thick.

@ Teta’s recipe card lists the amount of each ingredient. true

@ What does Teta mean when she says Amira’s soup is “shy”?

a. Itis spicy. b. It was cooked too fast.  (c. It needs more flavor.)

@ What does Teta help the cousins see in Part 27

a. They should both quit. b. Soupis easy. (c. They need each other.)

@ How are Amira and Jonah alike? Use two details from the story.

Both love Teta’s lentil soup and choose it for the contest. Both are also stubborn at

first: neither will speak to the other after they argue.

How do the cousins work together in Part 37 Compare what each one does, using details
from the text.

Amira measures the ingredients exactly and adds small amounts so the soup never

gets out of control. Jonah tastes the soup, says what it needs, and adds his own

idea of olive oil and mint.
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