Name Date

The Road to Revolution

Read the text. Level 2 - 440 words

1 In 1763, colonists celebrated in towns up and down the Atlantic coast. A long war against
France, which the colonists called the French and Indian War, was over, and Britain had
won. Just twelve years later, many of them would be fighting British soldiers. It began with
a debt. The war had been costly, and British leaders decided that the colonists should help
pay for it, and for the soldiers who stayed in America to guard the land Britain had won.

Taxes Without a Vote

2 In 1765, the British Parliament passed the Stamp Act. It taxed almost every kind of printed
paper in the colonies, from newspapers and pamphlets to almanacs and legal papers. Each
one had to carry a special stamp to show that the tax had been paid.

3 Colonists had never elected anyone to Parliament, the group of lawmakers that passed the
tax. “No taxation without representation!” became their cry. They meant that only leaders
they had elected themselves should be able to tax them. That fall, leaders from nine
colonies met in New York to protest the tax together. Merchants stopped ordering British
goods, and the next year Parliament repealed, or canceled, the Stamp Act.

L Parliament soon passed new taxes, this time on goods such as glass, paper, paint, and tea.
Again colonists protested, and British soldiers were sent to Boston to keep order. In 1770, a
crowd of colonists shouted at a group of soldiers and threw snowballs at them. The soldiers
fired, and five colonists died. Colonists called it the Boston Massacre.

The Tea Party

5 Most of the new taxes were canceled, but the tax on tea remained. In 1773, a new law let
one British company sell tea in the colonies more cheaply than anyone else, with the tax still
included in the price. That December, a group of colonists boarded three ships in Boston
Harbor and dumped hundreds of chests of tea into the water. The protest became known as
the Boston Tea Party.

6 British leaders were angry. In 1774, Parliament closed Boston Harbor until the tea was paid
for, and it took away much of Massachusetts’s power to govern itself. Colonists called these
laws the Intolerable Acts, meaning laws they could not stand.

From Protest to War

7 Now the colonies began to work together. In 1774, leaders from twelve of the colonies met
in Philadelphia at the First Continental Congress. They asked the king to change the laws,
and they agreed to stop trading with Britain. But neither side would back down. In April
1775, British soldiers and colonial fighters clashed at Lexington and Concord in
Massachusetts. The American Revolution had begun.
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Name Date

The Road to Revolution: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

Parliament closed Boston Harbor.
Parliament passed the Stamp Act.

Fighting broke out at Lexington and Concord.

Colonists dumped tea into Boston Harbor.

Why did Great Britain begin taxing the colonists?

a. to punish Boston b. to pay for the war c. to pay for Congress

“No taxation without representation!” meant colonists should be taxed only by

a. leaders they elected b. the British Parliament c. the king himself

Parliament closed Boston Harbor after the Boston Tea Party. true false

Which event came right after the Intolerable Acts?

a. the Stamp Act b. the Stamp Act’s repeal c. a Philadelphia meeting

Explain how one event in the text caused another. Quote a detail from the text to support
your answer.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Road to Revolution: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

®
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Number the events in the order they happened.

3 | Parliament closed Boston Harbor.
1 | Parliament passed the Stamp Act.

L4 | Fighting broke out at Lexington and Concord.

2 | Colonists dumped tea into Boston Harbor.

Why did Great Britain begin taxing the colonists?

a. to punish Boston (b. to pay for the war‘) c. to pay for Congress

“No taxation without representation!” meant colonists should be taxed only by

(a. leaders they elected)  b. the British Parliament c. the king himself

Parliament closed Boston Harbor after the Boston Tea Party. false

Which event came right after the Intolerable Acts?

a. the Stamp Act b. the Stamp Act’s repeal  (c. a Philadelphia meeting)

Explain how one event in the text caused another. Quote a detail from the text to support
your answer.

The Boston Tea Party caused the Intolerable Acts. The text says, “In 1774,

Parliament closed Boston Harbor until the tea was paid for.”
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