Name Date

Lewis and Clark: Two Accounts

Read both accounts of the same journey. Level 3 - 451 words

Text 1: Into the West

1 In 1803, the United States bought a huge stretch of land from France. The Louisiana Purchase
doubled the size of the young country. President Thomas Jefferson wanted to know what was in
this land and beyond it. He chose Meriwether Lewis, his own assistant, to lead a team called the
Corps of Discovery. Lewis asked his friend William Clark, an army officer, to share the command.

2 Jefferson gave them a long list of jobs. They were to map rivers, study plants and animals, and
search for a water route that boats could follow all the way to the Pacific Ocean. In May 1804,
the team set out in boats from near St. Louis and worked their way up the Missouri River.

3 The journey was hard. The explorers faced fierce storms, sickness, and swarms of mosquitoes.
In the Rocky Mountains, snow and hunger nearly stopped them, and they learned that there was
no water route across the mountains. Still, in November 1805, they reached the Pacific coast.
Clark wrote in his journal about the joy of seeing the ocean at last. The team spent a rainy
winter in a small log fort they named Fort Clatsop, after a Native nation that lived nearby. In
September 1806, the explorers returned to St. Louis with maps, notes, and descriptions of
hundreds of plants and animals that scientists in the East had never studied.

Text 2: A Journey Through Native Homelands

4 The land that Lewis and Clark crossed was not unknown to the people who lived there. It was
the homeland of dozens of Native nations, who knew its rivers, trails, and seasons well. The
expedition depended on their help again and again.

5 Inthe winter of 1804, the Corps built a small fort near the villages of the Mandan and Hidatsa
people in what is now North Dakota. These villages were busy trading centers. Through the cold
months, Mandan families traded corn and other food to the travelers, and Hidatsa leaders
described the land ahead.

6 Sacagawea, a young Lemhi Shoshone woman living among the Hidatsa, joined them there.
Talking with the Shoshone took a chain of speakers. Sacagawea turned Shoshone words into
Hidatsa, her husband turned the Hidatsa into French, and a member of the Corps turned the
French into English. Her help won them Shoshone horses for the mountain crossing.

7 After a hard crossing of the Rocky Mountains, the travelers were starving. The Nez Perce people
fed them dried salmon and roots. A Nez Perce leader named Twisted Hair drew a map of the
rivers that led west, and the Nez Perce cared for the explorers’ horses until spring.

8 For Native nations, the journey began great changes. Fur traders, then settlers and soldiers,
followed their path. Many nations lost land, yet they are still here. Today the Mandan, Hidatsa,
and Arikara form one nation in North Dakota, and the Nez Perce and Shoshone still live in the
West.
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Lewis and Clark: Two Accounts: Questions

Answer the questions about both accounts.

@ How is the point of view of Text 1 different from the point of view of Text 27

a. Text 1 is told by William Clark, and Text 2 is told by Sacagawea in her own words.
b. Text 1 shows the explorers’ goals, and Text 2 shows the Native nations’ help.
c. Text 1 is about the Pacific coast, and Text 2 is about crossing the Missouri River.

Why does the author of Text 2 say the land was “not unknown”?

a. People lived there. b. It was on maps. c. Jefferson saw it.
Both texts say the explorers had a hard time crossing the Rocky true false
Mountains.

Which detail is in Text 2 but not in Text 17

a. a start near St. Louis b. no water route c. Twisted Hair’s map
According to Text 1, the explorers found a water route all the way to true false
the Pacific.

Quote one sentence from Text 2 that shows the expedition needed help from Native
nations.

D0 - ©

Explain how each author’s point of view shapes what the text tells. Use one detail from
each text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Lewis and Clark: Two Accounts: Questions

Answer the questions about both accounts.

®
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How is the point of view of Text 1 different from the point of view of Text 27

a. Text 1 is told by William Clark, and Text 2 is told by Sacagawea in her own words.
(b. Text 1 shows the explorers’ goals, and Text 2 shows the Native nations’ help.)
c. Text 1 is about the Pacific coast, and Text 2 is about crossing the Missouri River.

Why does the author of Text 2 say the land was “not unknown”?

(a. People lived there.)  b. It was on maps. c. Jefferson saw it.
Both texts say the explorers had a hard time crossing the Rocky true false
Mountains.

Which detail is in Text 2 but not in Text 17

a. a start near St. Louis b. no water route  (c. Twisted Hair’s map )

According to Text 1, the explorers found a water route all the way to true .false
the Pacific. -

Quote one sentence from Text 2 that shows the expedition needed help from Native
nations.

“The expedition depended on their help again and again.”

Explain how each author’s point of view shapes what the text tells. Use one detail from
each text.

Text 1 is from the explorers’ side, so it tells about Jefferson’s goals and reaching

the ocean. Text 2 is from the Native nations’ side, so it tells how the Nez Perce

gave food and drew a map.
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