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Two Points of View: The Boston Tea Party

Read both accounts. Then fill in the chart.

Account 1: The Patriot View
To many colonists, the Boston Tea Party was a

brave stand for freedom. Parliament had taxed
tea, even though colonists had no vote in
Parliament. On December 16, 1773, protesters
boarded three ships and dumped the tea into
Boston Harbor rather than let anyone pay the
tax. They were careful to destroy only the tea
and to leave the rest of each ship’s cargo
alone. Patriots cheered the protest. To them,
it showed that Americans would not be taxed
without their consent.

Account 2: The British and Loyalist
View

To British leaders, and to colonists who stayed
loyal to the king, the Boston Tea Party was a
crime. The tea belonged to a British company,
and it was worth a great deal of money.
Destroying it meant destroying someone else’s
property. Even some colonists who disliked the
tax thought the tea should be paid for.
Parliament decided that Boston had to be
punished. In 1774, it closed Boston Harbor
until the tea was paid for.

e . .
Account 1: How does this side see the
event?

e . .
Account 2: How does this side see the
event?

" Words that show the point of view in
Account 1

" Words that show the point of view in
Account 2
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Facts that both accounts agree on
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Two Points of View: The Boston Tea Party

Read both accounts. Then fill in the chart.

Account 1: The Patriot View
To many colonists, the Boston Tea Party was a

brave stand for freedom. Parliament had taxed
tea, even though colonists had no vote in
Parliament. On December 16, 1773, protesters
boarded three ships and dumped the tea into
Boston Harbor rather than let anyone pay the
tax. They were careful to destroy only the tea
and to leave the rest of each ship’s cargo
alone. Patriots cheered the protest. To them,
it showed that Americans would not be taxed
without their consent.

Account 2: The British and Loyalist
View

To British leaders, and to colonists who stayed
loyal to the king, the Boston Tea Party was a
crime. The tea belonged to a British company,
and it was worth a great deal of money.
Destroying it meant destroying someone else’s
property. Even some colonists who disliked the
tax thought the tea should be paid for.
Parliament decided that Boston had to be
punished. In 1774, it closed Boston Harbor
until the tea was paid for.

( . .
Account 1: How does this side see the
event?

an unfair tax.

( . .
Account 2: How does this side see the
event?

else’s property.
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Words that show the point of view in Words that show the point of view in
Account 1 Account 2
_brave stand for freedom, cheered, | | _crime, destroying, property, punished
~careful
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