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Two Texts, One Topic: Gravity

Read both texts. Take notes. Then use both texts to write.

Text A: Which Way Is Down?

Gravity is a force that pulls objects toward
each other. Earth has so much mass that
its gravity pulls everything near it toward
its center. That is why a dropped apple
falls to the ground. Because Earth is
round, “down” means toward the center of
Earth everywhere on the planet. People in
Australia are not upside down. Gravity
pulls them toward Earth’s center, just as it
pulls you.

Text B: Gravity in Space
Gravity does not stop at the top of the sky.

Earth’s gravity reaches far out into space.
It keeps the moon traveling around Earth
instead of flying off in a straight line. The
sun’s gravity is even stronger, because the
sun has much more mass than Earth. It
keeps Earth and the other planets moving
in their paths, or orbits, around the sun.

[ Text A: key details " Text B: key details b
N\ J

" Both texts tell me that b
J

Explain what gravity does. Use at least one detail from each text. b
J
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Two Texts, One Topic: Gravity

Read both texts. Take notes. Then use both texts to write.

Text A: Which Way Is Down?
Gravity is a force that pulls objects toward

each other. Earth has so much mass that
its gravity pulls everything near it toward
its center. That is why a dropped apple
falls to the ground. Because Earth is
round, “down” means toward the center of
Earth everywhere on the planet. People in
Australia are not upside down. Gravity
pulls them toward Earth’s center, just as it
pulls you.

Text B: Gravity in Space
Gravity does not stop at the top of the sky.

Earth’s gravity reaches far out into space.
It keeps the moon traveling around Earth
instead of flying off in a straight line. The
sun’s gravity is even stronger, because the
sun has much more mass than Earth. It
keeps Earth and the other planets moving
in their paths, or orbits, around the sun.
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Text A: key details Text B: key details
_Earth’s gravity pulls everything | | _Earth’s gravity keeps the moonin
_toward its center. Downmeans | | _orbit. The sun’s gravity keeps the
_toward Earth’s center everywhere. | | planetsinorbit.
N\ J
e N
Both texts tell me that
_gravity is a pull, and Earth has gravity.
J
( . . . )
Explain what gravity does. Use at least one detail from each text.
_ Gravity is a pull between objects. Earth’s gravity pulls a dropped apple toward
_Earth’s center, and it also reaches into space to keep the moon traveling around
_Earth.
J
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