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Note-Taking Cards
Read the source. Paraphrase: take notes in your own words.

Sea Otters: Tool Users of the Kelp Forest
Sea otters live in cold coastal waters of the northern Pacific Ocean. Unlike seals and whales, 
they do not have a thick layer of blubber to keep them warm. Instead, they depend on their fur, 
which is the thickest fur of any animal. A sea otter spends hours each day grooming, and it 
blows air into its fur to keep its skin dry and warm.

Sea otters eat sea urchins, crabs, clams, and other shellfish. An otter often floats on its back, 
sets a rock on its chest, and bangs a shell against the rock to crack it open. Sea otters are one 
of the few mammals that use tools.

Sea otters are important to kelp forests. Sea urchins eat kelp, and when there are too many 
urchins, they can wipe out large areas of kelp forest. By eating urchins, otters help the kelp 
forest, and all the animals that live in it, stay healthy.

Card 1: How do sea otters stay warm?

Card 2: What do sea otters eat, and how do they eat it?

Card 3: Why are sea otters important to kelp forests?

Copy one short, important phrase. Put it in quotation marks.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Note-Taking Cards
Read the source. Paraphrase: take notes in your own words.

Sea Otters: Tool Users of the Kelp Forest
Sea otters live in cold coastal waters of the northern Pacific Ocean. Unlike seals and whales, 
they do not have a thick layer of blubber to keep them warm. Instead, they depend on their fur, 
which is the thickest fur of any animal. A sea otter spends hours each day grooming, and it 
blows air into its fur to keep its skin dry and warm.

Sea otters eat sea urchins, crabs, clams, and other shellfish. An otter often floats on its back, 
sets a rock on its chest, and bangs a shell against the rock to crack it open. Sea otters are one 
of the few mammals that use tools.

Sea otters are important to kelp forests. Sea urchins eat kelp, and when there are too many 
urchins, they can wipe out large areas of kelp forest. By eating urchins, otters help the kelp 
forest, and all the animals that live in it, stay healthy.

Card 1: How do sea otters stay warm?

No blubber, so they need very thick fur. They groom for hours and blow air into the

fur to stay dry.

Card 2: What do sea otters eat, and how do they eat it?

Urchins, crabs, clams, and other shellfish. They float on their backs and crack shells

on a rock.

Card 3: Why are sea otters important to kelp forests?

Urchins eat kelp. Otters eat urchins, so the kelp forest and its animals stay healthy.

Copy one short, important phrase. Put it in quotation marks.

“the thickest fur of any animal”
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