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The River That Caught Fire
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Cuyahoga River
The Cuyahoga River flows through Cleveland, Ohio, into Lake Erie. For about a 
hundred years, factories dumped oil and waste into it. In some places almost no 
fish could live.

On June 22, 1969, oil and trash floating on the river caught fire. The fire was put 
out quickly, but the news shocked people across the country. It had happened 
before, too: the river had burned several times since the 1800s.

People demanded change. In 1970 the United States created the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and in 1972 Congress passed the Clean Water Act, which 
limits what can be dumped into rivers and lakes. Cleveland built better sewage 
treatment, and scientists tested the water year after year.

Today dozens of kinds of fish swim in the Cuyahoga, people paddle kayaks on it, 
and part of the river runs through a national park.

1. What caught fire in 1969?

trees beside the river oil and trash on the river a factory

2. What law limits dumping in rivers?

the Clean Water Act the Bill of Rights the Clean Air Act

3. How do we know the river is healthier today?

it is wider fish live in it again it flows faster

4. Name two things people did to clean up the river.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The River That Caught Fire
Answers with evidence from the passage.

The Cuyahoga River
The Cuyahoga River flows through Cleveland, Ohio, into Lake Erie. For about a 
hundred years, factories dumped oil and waste into it. In some places almost no 
fish could live.

On June 22, 1969, oil and trash floating on the river caught fire. The fire was put 
out quickly, but the news shocked people across the country. It had happened 
before, too: the river had burned several times since the 1800s.

People demanded change. In 1970 the United States created the Environmental 
Protection Agency, and in 1972 Congress passed the Clean Water Act, which 
limits what can be dumped into rivers and lakes. Cleveland built better sewage 
treatment, and scientists tested the water year after year.

Today dozens of kinds of fish swim in the Cuyahoga, people paddle kayaks on it, 
and part of the river runs through a national park.

1. What caught fire in 1969?

trees beside the river oil and trash on the river a factory

2. What law limits dumping in rivers?

the Clean Water Act the Bill of Rights the Clean Air Act

3. How do we know the river is healthier today?

it is wider fish live in it again it flows faster

4. Name two things people did to clean up the river.

They passed the Clean Water Act to limit dumping, and Cleveland built 
better sewage treatment (and tested the water).
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