Name Date

Sacagawea

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Shoshone Woman on the Journey

Sacagawea was born a Lemhi Shoshone in what is now Idaho. When she was
about 12, she was captured by Hidatsa raiders and taken far east to villages in
what is now North Dakota. There she became the wife of a French-Canadian
trader, Toussaint Charbonneau.

In the winter of 1804, Lewis and Clark hired Charbonneau as an interpreter, and
Sacagawea came too. In February 1805 she gave birth to a son, Jean Baptiste,
and carried him the whole way west.

Sacagawea knew Shoshone, and she recognized landmarks. When the explorers
met a band of Shoshone, its leader turned out to be her brother, Cameahwait.
The Shoshone traded the horses the explorers needed to cross the mountains. A
woman with a baby also showed other nations that the group came in peace,
since war parties did not travel with women and babies.

Today Sacagawea is honored with statues, and her image is on a U.S. dollar
coin.

1. What nation was Sacagawea born into?

Lemhi Shoshone Hidatsa Nez Perce

2. Who was the Shoshone leader they met?

Charbonneau Cameahwait Jean Baptiste

3. What did the Shoshone trade to the explorers?

boats maps horses

L. Name two ways Sacagawea helped the expedition. Use details.

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

Sacagawea

Answers with evidence from the passage.

A Shoshone Woman on the Journey

Sacagawea was born a Lemhi Shoshone in what is now Idaho. When she was
about 12, she was captured by Hidatsa raiders and taken far east to villages in
what is now North Dakota. There she became the wife of a French-Canadian
trader, Toussaint Charbonneau.

In the winter of 1804, Lewis and Clark hired Charbonneau as an interpreter, and
Sacagawea came too. In February 1805 she gave birth to a son, Jean Baptiste,
and carried him the whole way west.

Sacagawea knew Shoshone, and she recognized landmarks. When the explorers
met a band of Shoshone, its leader turned out to be her brother, Cameahwait.
The Shoshone traded the horses the explorers needed to cross the mountains. A
woman with a baby also showed other nations that the group came in peace,
since war parties did not travel with women and babies.

Today Sacagawea is honored with statues, and her image is on a U.S. dollar
coin.

1. What nation was Sacagawea born into?

(Lemhi Shoshone) Hidatsa Nez Perce

2. Who was the Shoshone leader they met?

Charbonneau (Cameahwait) Jean Baptiste

3. What did the Shoshone trade to the explorers?

boats maps

L. Name two ways Sacagawea helped the expedition. Use details.

She interpreted with the Shoshone so they could get horses, and her
presence with a baby showed other nations the group was peaceful.
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