
Name Date

How Would You Separate It?
Draw a line from each mixture to the best way to separate it.

iron filings mixed with sand
evaporation (let the water dry 

up)

rocks mixed with sand skimming them off the top

sand mixed with water a magnet

salt dissolved in water a filter (coffee filter)

a bowl of trail mix picking out pieces by hand

floating wood chips in water a screen (sieve)
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

How Would You Separate It?
Each mixture matched to a way to separate it.

iron filings mixed with sand
evaporation (let the water dry 

up)

rocks mixed with sand skimming them off the top

sand mixed with water a magnet

salt dissolved in water a filter (coffee filter)

a bowl of trail mix picking out pieces by hand

floating wood chips in water a screen (sieve)
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