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Repair the Run-Ons
Fix each run-on. Make the kind of sentence shown, with the conjunction in bold.

A run-on joins two independent clauses with nothing, or with only a comma. 
Fix it with a comma and a coordinating conjunction (compound) or with a 
subordinating conjunction (complex).

The phone rang nobody answered.  →  Nobody answered when the phone rang.

1 The wind picked up the sailboats raced back to shore. When (complex)

2 Elena loves mysteries her brother prefers comic books. but (compound)

3 The museum was crowded, we waited in line for an hour. so (compound)

4 The guide spoke softly the bats were sleeping overhead. because (complex)

5 We cannot start the game the referee arrives. until (complex)

6 The ice looked thick, it was only an inch deep. yet (compound)

7 The kitten heard the can opener it raced into the kitchen. As soon as (complex)
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Repair the Run-Ons
Fix each run-on. Make the kind of sentence shown, with the conjunction in bold.

A run-on joins two independent clauses with nothing, or with only a comma. 
Fix it with a comma and a coordinating conjunction (compound) or with a 
subordinating conjunction (complex).

The phone rang nobody answered.  →  Nobody answered when the phone rang.

1 The wind picked up the sailboats raced back to shore. When (complex)

When the wind picked up, the sailboats raced back to shore.

2 Elena loves mysteries her brother prefers comic books. but (compound)

Elena loves mysteries, but her brother prefers comic books.

3 The museum was crowded, we waited in line for an hour. so (compound)

The museum was crowded, so we waited in line for an hour.

4 The guide spoke softly the bats were sleeping overhead. because (complex)

The guide spoke softly because the bats were sleeping overhead.

5 We cannot start the game the referee arrives. until (complex)

We cannot start the game until the referee arrives.

6 The ice looked thick, it was only an inch deep. yet (compound)

The ice looked thick, yet it was only an inch deep.

7 The kitten heard the can opener it raced into the kitchen. As soon as (complex)

As soon as the kitten heard the can opener, it raced into the kitchen.
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