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Simple, Compound, or Complex?

Read each sentence. Circle the kind of sentence it is.

Complex sentences have a dependent clause. It starts with a subordinating
conjunction (because, although, unless, whenever ...) or with who, which, or
that. A phrase like “after lunch” has no verb, so it is not a clause.

Complex: The dog that lives next door barks at the mail carrier.

ONONONONONORONONONORORORORO

After lunch, the class walked to the
community garden.

Our neighbors do not own a car, nor do they
need one.

Carmen sketched the heron and labeled its
long legs.

Before the tide came in, we explored the tide
pools.

With a flashlight in one hand, Omar climbed
down the ladder.

The student who found the wallet returned it
to the office.

The volunteers sorted the cans, and the
driver loaded the boxes.

Whenever my grandfather visits, he brings a
jar of honey.

The cave was dark and damp, yet the
explorers pushed deeper inside.

Before sunrise, the fishing boats left the
harbor.

The coach and the captains studied the video
and planned new plays.

The book that Ruby borrowed was due on
Friday.

Unless the wind dies down, the ferry will not
sail today.

The town built a new bridge, for the old one
had cracked.
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Simple, Compound, or Complex?

Read each sentence. Circle the kind of sentence it is.

Complex sentences have a dependent clause. It starts with a subordinating
conjunction (because, although, unless, whenever ...) or with who, which, or
that. A phrase like “after lunch” has no verb, so it is not a clause.

Complex: The dog that lives next door barks at the mail carrier.
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After lunch, the class walked to the
community garden.

Our neighbors do not own a car, nor do they
need one.

Carmen sketched the heron and labeled its
long legs.

Before the tide came in, we explored the tide
pools.

With a flashlight in one hand, Omar climbed
down the ladder.

The student who found the wallet returned it
to the office.

The volunteers sorted the cans, and the
driver loaded the boxes.

Whenever my grandfather visits, he brings a
jar of honey.

The cave was dark and damp, yet the
explorers pushed deeper inside.

Before sunrise, the fishing boats left the
harbor.

The coach and the captains studied the video
and planned new plays.

The book that Ruby borrowed was due on
Friday.

Unless the wind dies down, the ferry will not
sail today.

The town built a new bridge, for the old one
had cracked.
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